
CHFD 4330 – Diversity in Human Development and Family Systems
Spring 2007

Instructor: Lynda Henley W alters 
Classroom: Dawson 310 
Dawson  Hall Office: 1 17 Daw son Hall
Telephone: 542-4859 
E-mail: lwalters@fcs.uga.edu 

Objectives

To be come info rmed ab out issues that affec t thinking abou t diversity 

To develop comfort and openne ss with questioning 

To recognize the assumptions you make about differences

To attempt to think about issues from another's perspective 

To learn from rather than be offended by "the offensive" 

To consider d iversity within groups as well as between group s 

To co nsider diver sity in families as well as in so ciety 

To use your personal assumptions to analyze a book that contains a description of experience in a marginalized
group 

Schedule of Classes

Jan 9 Introduction

Discuss Assumptions

Jan 11 Thinking about Life
Defining Critical Thinking
http://www.criticalthinking.org/aboutCT/definingCT.shtml

Why Critical Thinking?
http://www.criticalthinking.org/aboutCT/ourConceptCT.shtml

Class Quiz

Discuss Assumptions

How Do We Know?

Jan 16 Thinking about Diversity: Framework
Trickett, E . I., Watts, R. I., &  Birman, D . (1994) . Toward  an overarc hing framew ork for dive rsity.

In E. I. Tric kett, R. I. W atts, & D. B irman (Ed s.), Human diversity: Perspectives on
people in context (pp. 7- 26). San Fra ncisco: Jossey-Bass.

Jan 19 Cognitive Development: Schemas and Stereotypes
 Martin, C . L. (1991 ). The role  of cognition in  understand ing gender e ffects. Advan ces in Ch ild

Development and Behavior, 23, 113-14 9. 

Jan 23 Prejudice
Brewer, M. B. (1994). The  social psychology of prejudice: Getting it all together.  In M. P. Zanna

& J. M . Olson (E ds.), The psychology of prejudice: The Ontario Symposium (Vol: 7; pp.
315-32 9). Hillsdale , NJ: Lawre nce Erlba um. 



Fishbein, H . D. (200 2).  Peer prejudice and discrimination: The origins of prejudice (2nd ed.). 
Mahwah, N J: Lawrence Erlba um Associates.
Chapter 1. The Nature of Prejudice, pp. 1-38.

Jan 25 Politics
Lopez, I. F . H. (199 6). White by law: The legal construction of race. New York: New Y ork

University P ress. Chap ter 5. The  Legal Co nstruction of R ace, pp. 1 11-154 . 

Jan 30 Social Forces
Bodk in, K. (200 0). How Jews became white folks & what that savs about race in America. New

Brunswic k. NJ: Rutg ers Univer sity Press. . 
How d id Jews be come wh ite folks? pp . 25-52. 

Whose Perspective?

Feb 1 Target
Swim, J. K., Cohen, L. L., & Hyers, L. L. (1998). Experiencing everyday prejudice and

discriminatio n.  In J. K. Sw im & Stang or, C. (Ed s.), Prejudice: The target's perspective
(pp. 37-6 0). New Y ork: Acad emic Pre ss. 

Allison, K. W. (1998). Stress and oppressed social category membership. In J. K. Swim &
Stangor, C . (Eds.), Prejudice: The target's perspective (pp. 145-170). New Yo rk:
Academ ic Press. 

Feb 6 White on Black
McD ermott, M ., & Samso n, F. L. (200 5). Wh ite racial and e thnic identity in the U nited States. 

Annual Review of Sociology, 31, 245-261.

Feb 8 Black on White
DuBo is, W. E. B . (1998) . Dialogue  with a white friend . In D. R. Ro ediger (E d.), Black on White:

Black writers on what it means to be White (pp. 29-3 7). New Y ork: Shoc ken. 
bell hooks  (1998) . Represe ntations of white ness in the Bla ck imaginatio n. In D. R. R oediger (E d.), 

Black o n White: B lack writers o n what it m eans to b e White  (pp. 38-53). New York:
Shocken . 

Rogers, J. A. (1998). Debating the senator., In D. R. Roediger (Ed.), Black on W hite: Black writers
on what it means to be White (pp. 85-9 8). New Y ork: Shoc ken. 

Ellison, R. (1 998). A  party down  at the square. In  D. R. Ro ediger (E d.), Black on White: Black
writers on w hat it mea ns to be W hite (pp.342 -349). N ew York : Shocken . 

Feb 13 Mexican
Johnson , K. R. (19 99). How did you get to be Mexican? A White/Brown man's search for identity.

Philadelp hia:Tem ple Unive rsity Press. 
My mo ther: One as similation story. p p.52-63 . 
My father: P lanting the seed s of a racial co nsciousness . pp. 64- 72 . 

Growing up White? pp.73-88. 

Feb 15 Unusual Family
Zanichko wsky, S. (200 2).  Fourteen: Growing up alone in a crowd.  New York: B asic Books.

Prologue, pp. xi-xxv
Chapter 2: All My Children, pp. 23-30
Chapter 3: Crowds, pp. 31-51
Chapter 4: Hunger, pp. 53-71
Epilogue, pp. 255-261

Feb 20 Trash
Allison, D. (1 988). Trash . Ithaca, NY : Firebrand  Books . 

Preface: D eciding to L ive, pp. 7-1 2. 
River of N ames, pp . 13-21. 
Mama, pp. 33-44.



Feb 22 Homosexuality
Britzman , D. P. (19 95). Is there a  queer pe dagogy?  or, stop rea ding straight. Educational Theory,

45, 151-165.

Feb 27 MID TERM EXAM

Privilege

Mar 1 Tyranny of the Normal
Fiedler, L. A . (1996) .  The tyranny o f the normal.  In C . Donley &  S. Buckle y (Eds.), The tyranny

of the normal: An anthology, pp. 3-10.  Kent, OH : Kent State University Press.
Dubus, A . (1996) .  The fat girl.  In C . Donley &  S. Buckle y (Eds.), The tyranny of the normal: An

anthology, pp. 164-177 .  Kent, OH: K ent State University Press.

Mar 6 Possessive Investment
Lipsitz, G. (1 998). The po ssessive inve stment in w hiteness. H ow wh ite people p rofit from ide ntity

politics. Philadelp hia: Temp le University P ress. 
Pages vii-xx; 1 -23. 

Mar 8 Discussion of Assumptions

Mar 12-16 SPRING BREAK ! !  

Mar 20 White Race Consciousness
Lopez, I. F . H. (199 6). White bv law: The legal construction of race. New York: New Y ork

University P ress. 
Chapter 6. White Race-Consciousness, pp. 155-195 

Mar 22 Carter, Robert T., Helms, J. E., & Juby, H. L. (2004). The relationship between racism and racial
identity for white A mericans: A  profile analysis. Journal of Multicultural Counseling and
Development, 32, 2-17.

Mar 27 Entman, R . M., & R ojecki, A. (2 000). The Black image in the White mind. Chicago: The
University of C hicago P ress. 
Reflecting on  the end of rac ial representa tion. pp.20 5-225. 

Mar 29 Influence of Parents, Peers, and Personality
Fishbein, H . D. (200 2).  Peer prejudice and discrimination: The origins of prejudice (2nd ed.). 

Mahwah, N J: Lawrence Erlba um Associates.
Chapter 9. Parents, Peers, and Personality, pp. 263-287.

Apr 3 Discussion of Assumptions

What to Do?

Apr 5 What Does It Mean to Be the Equal?
Scott, J. W. (198 8). Deconstructing equ ality-versus-difference: or, the uses of postructuralist

theory for fem inism. Feminist Studies. 14, 33-50. 

Apr 10 Speaking for Self? Speaking for All?
Elshtain, J. B . (1995) . The po litics of displace ment. Kettering R eview, Fa ll, 31-38.



Apr 12 Relativism: Leave Others Alone?
Harmo n, G., & T homson , J. J. (1996 ). Moral relativism and moral objectivity. Maiden, MA:

Blackwe ll. 
Chapter 1. Moral relativism, pp. 3-19 
Chapter 2. Social contracts, pp. 20-31 
Chapter 3. Expressing basic disagreement, pp. 32-44 

Apr 17 Against Relativism: How?
Macklin , R. (1999 ). Agains t relativism. C ultural dive rsity and the  search for  ethical un iversals in

medicin e. New Y ork: Oxfo rd Unive rsity Press. 
Chapter 1. Cultural and ethical relativism, pp. 1-27 
Chapter 2 . Philosop hers and A nthropolo gists debate, p p. 29-56 . 

Apr 19 Discussion of Assumptions

Apr 24 Discussion of Books

Apr 26 Discussion of Books
BOOK PAPERS DUE

Tuesday, May 8, 12:00-3:00 FINAL EXAM

Books You May Choose 

Chute, C. (1 995). The Beans of Egypt Maine. New Y ork: Harv est Boo k. 

Fowler, C . M. (19 96). Before wom en had wings. New Y ork: Ivy Bo oks. 

Fox, L. (19 98). Mv sister from the black lagoon. New Y ork: Scribn er. 

McB ride, I. (199 7). The color of water: A Black man's tribute to his White mother. New Y ork: Riverh ead Bo oks. 

McC ourt, F. (19 96). Angela's ashes: A memoir. New Y ork: Scribn er. 

Morriso n, T. (198 7). Beloved. New Y ork: Kno pf. 

Requirements 

Read assigned m aterial before class 
Read one of the books listed and analyze it in terms of your assumptions about differences
Write a 10-minute reflection paper in class each week 
Quizzes, Midterm, and Final exams

Reflection Papers

These papers will be written at the end of class on Thursdays.  We will take about 10 minutes.  You may write your
thoughts and/or questions about anything we have been discussing, about related experiences of your own and your
interpretation of them, or about related vicarious experiences (e.g., movies, TV, books, friends reports) and your
interpretation of them.

Guidelines for Analysis of Book

Identify and explain 2 or 3 assumptions that inform your thoughts about and behavior toward socially marginalized
people.  C ite resources  that have influenc ed your assu mptions; use  more than o ne resourc e for each as sumption. 
First, provide a very brief review of the book (approximately ½ page). Next, identify important issues in the book
and describe how they are dealt with  Then, describe what the author communicates about the assumptions that are



important to you. Remember that your author may not deal with one of your assumptions at all; if that is the case,
provide  examples  of where you  expected  to see the assum ption(s) bu t did not.  

This is not a book review.  This is an opportunity to examine your assumptions in someone else’s work.  Pick out
and address the most salient issues in your book.  Use APA Publication Guidelines, and document the influences on
your thinking b y citing significant sou rces and p roviding refe rences at the e nd.  

Here are  three website s that provid e information  about AP A style:  
http://www.apastyle.org/previoustips.html
http://www.crk.umn.edu/library/links/apa5th.htm;
http://www.do cstyles.com/ap acrib.htm

I will grade these papers based on thoroughness of thinking, internal consistency, and quality of sources, not on
whether I agr ee with your as sumptions o r on whethe r I interpret the b ook in the sam e way you do .  This pap er should
be no longer than 5 d ouble-spaced typed  pages.

Basis for Grade

Quizzes (on line) 20%
Book Review 20%
Midterm 20%
Final 20%
Class participation 20%

Distribution of Grades

A 94%
A- 90-93%
B+ 87-89%
B 84-87%
B- 80-83%
C+ 77-79%
C 74-77%
C- 70-73%
D 60-69%
F < 59%

Attendance Policy

It is important to  have everyo ne’s participa tion in class discu ssions, and tha t is not possible  if you do not a ttend. 
Only three absences will be exc used.  Every absence  after 3 will result in a one-point reduction in your class
participation grade.

Academic Honesty

All academ ic work mu st meet the stand ards conta ined in "A C ulture of Ho nesty"
(http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/honesty/ah.pdf).  Students are responsible for informing themselves about those standards
before pe rforming any a cademic  work. 

All work is expected to be your own work.  Also, it is important for you to become familiar with methods of citing
the resourc es you use.  Im proper u se of resourc es constitutes p lagiarism. 


