Child and Fanily Devel oprment 4620
WOMEN, FAM LY AND SOCI ETY
Uni versity of Ceorgia

Spring 2008
Pr of essor: Dr. P. Bell-Scott (pbscott@ cs. uga. edu)
Ofice: Fam |y Science Center D
O fice Tel ephone: 542- 4899 (Secretary: M. J. Alen)
O fice Hours: I medi ately after class or by appoi nt ment

This course syllabus is a general plan for the course. There nay be
devi ati ons, which the professor will announce in cl ass.

Al'l academ c work nust neet the standards contained in “A Cul ture of
Honesty.” Al students are responsible for inform ng thensel ves about
t hose standards before perform ng any academi ¢ work. “A Culture of
Honesty” is available at: http://ww.uga. edu/ ~ovpi / honesty/ ah. pdf

REQUI RED READI NGS:

M WMatlin, The Psychol ogy of Wnen.
Bragg, R Al Over But the Shoutin.
K. R Jami son, An Unquiet M nd.

ADDI TI ONAL MATERI ALS:

Additional naterials will be distributed in class or as
el ectronic/conputer files. Audiovisual materials will also be
presented in class.

OBJECTI VES:

o] To gain an understandi ng of how psychol ogi cal, socio-cultural,
and econom ¢ factors shape wonen’s individual devel opnment and in
fam|lies.

o] To becone famliar with current research and policy perspectives

on worren, gender, and fam|ies.

COURSE REQ REMENTS:

1. M D- TERM and FI NAL EXAM  These exans are worth 30 points each
for a total of 60 points. Exans will be given in-class.
Questions will be derived from assi gned readi ngs, guest | ectures,

class activities, audiovisuals, etc. The format for the exam

i ncludes multiple choice, short answer, and short essay. Study
guides will be distributed at |east a week before the exam No
make-ups will be given without a valid nmedical excuse. Al nake-
ups nust be arranged with the professor within one week of the
regul arly schedul ed exam

2. SPECI AL PRQJECT. Each student nust participate in one speci al
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project. Points are distributed in the foll owi ng manner:

a. Oal report 5 points
b. Witten report 15 points
20 points

Detailed instructions are attached. Students nust consult with
the professor and commit to specific projects by Septenber 4
Projects that are late, not typed, and plagued by nore than three
t ypogr aphi cal and/or granmatical errors will be penalized by five
poi nts.

CURRENT | SSUES. Each student nust present one current issue to
the class. The purpose of this assignment is to give students
the opportunity to explore and di scuss relevant news itens with
the class. |Issues may cover a broad range of topics that have
rel evance or inplications for wonen’s, famly, and/or gender

i ssues. Issues should be tinely (i.e., related to an event or

i ssue occurring within the past six nonths) and shoul d have sone
presence in the local or national nmedia. Detailed instructions
w Il be provided. Students nust consult with the professor about
the current issue before distributing it to the class. Students
nmust post information about the issue on the class |listserv at

| east two days before it is presented to the class. This wll
all ow class nenbers tinme to read material before it is presented.
Those who do not post materials on tinme will |oose two points.
The professor will instruct the class on how to post on a
listserv, in case you have not posted before. You nmay al so
consult with the staff in the CFCS conputer |ab

Students nust do an oral report and submit a summary to receive
full credit. Presentations will take place on three designated
dates listed in the syllabus. The professor will assign students
to groups. No make-ups will be pernitted w thout nedical excuses
that are submitted within a week of the student’s absence. The
summary is due the next class after your presentation. This
assignnent is worth 10 points. Sunmaries that are late, not
typed, and pl agued by nore than three typographical or

grammatical errors will be penalized by five points.

Regul ar CLASS ATTENDANCE and PARTI Cl PATION. Students wi |l have
an assigned seat. Regular attendance assunes participation in
the class listserv, as well as presence and participation during
the entire class period. Consistently arriving |ate and | eaving
early do not count as regular attendance and parti ci pation.
Regul ar cl ass attendance and participation is worth 10 points.

The professor will take attendance approxi mately 50% of the tine.
Students who are absent w thout a nedical excuse nore than three
times | oose their attendance points.

On nost days when attendance is taken, a quiz will be given
Each correct answer is worth 2 points. Those who answer
correctly and accunul ate 30 points may choose to opt out of the
final. The purpose of this option is to reward students for
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good attendance, reading nmaterials on time, and subnmitting to
periodi c evaluation. Those present for the quiz, who do not
accunul ate 30 points, will still receive 10 points for
attendance, unless they have nore than three absences.

Students are expected to cone to class prepared to discuss the
readi ngs and assignments. Students may not use or tal k on cel
phones in class. Students may not engage in distracting or

di srupti ve behavi or, such as reading material other than course
wor k, chatting about unrel ated issues, sleeping, doing unrelated

wor k, etc.

5. PRI VACY | SSUES: Pl ease advise the professor if you have privacy
concerns.

6. RESPECTFULNESS: Qur course content focuses on issues

closely linked to our lives. For that reason, each of us nust
nmake a comm tment to be respectful of each other, to allow others
to speak, and to accept that we may disagree. M goal is for
this classroomto be a safe place for everyone.

SUMVARY OF CGRADE CALCULATI ON:

M d-term exam 30 points
Fi nal exam (or 15 qui zzes) 30 points
Current |ssue 10 points
Speci al proj ect 20 points
At t endance/ parti ci pation 10 points

100 points

Gradi ng Scal e:

100- 95=A; 94-90=A-; 89-86=B+, 85=B; 84-80=B-;

79-76=C+; 75=C, 74-70=C-; 69-66=D+; 65=D; 64-60=D
READI NG ASSI GNVENTS AND COURSE SCHEDULE

The week of: Readi ngs/ Topi cs/ Activities

1/8/08 ORI ENTATI ON
| NTRODUCTI ON
Chap. 1
MOVI NG ONWARD
Chap. 15
1/ 15/ 08
GENDER STEREOTYPES
Chap. 2
I NFANCY AND CHI LDHOOD
Chap. 3

1/ 22/ 08 ADOLESENCE
Chap. 4
COGNI TI VE ABI LI TI ES AND ACHI EVEMENT
MOT| VATI ON
Chap. 5
GENDER COMPARI SONS | N SCCI AL AND
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1/ 24/ 08

1/ 29/ 08

1/ 5/ 08
2/ 12/ 08

2/ 19/ 08

2/ 26/ 08

2/ 28/ 08

3/ 4/ 08

3/ 10- 14/ 08
3/ 18/ 08

3/ 20/ 08

3/ 27/ 08

4/ 3/ 08

4/ 10/ 08

4/ 15/ 08
4/ 22/ 08

5/ 6/ 08

PERSONALI TY CHARACTERI STI CS
Chap. 6

Commi t ment Deadline for Special Projects
(AI'l students nmust notify the professor of
their intentions)

Current Issues: Goup A
LOVE RELATI ONSHI PS
Chap. 8

Bragg, Al Over But the Shoutin’

Oral reports: Speci al Projects Goup #1
SEXUALI TY

Chap. 9

PREGNANCY, CHI LDBI RTH, AND MOTHERHOCD
Chap. 10

WOMVEN AND PSYCHOLOG CAL DI SORDERS
Chap. 12

M dterm
Current Issues: Goup B
SPRI NG BREAK

Jam son, An Unquiet M nd

VI OLENCE AGAI NST WOVEN
Chaps. 13

Oral reports: Special Project Goup #2
VWOVEN AND WORK

Chaps. 7

WOVEN AND OLDER ADULTHOOD

Chap. 14

WOMVEN' S PHYSI CAL HEALTH
Chap. 11

Current Issues: Goup C
Oral reports: Special Project Goup #3

Fi nal Exam

SPECI AL PRQJECT GUI DELI NES

Speci al projects are an inportant part of this course. This

assi gnment

I's designed to give students the opportunity to explore
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wonen’ s devel opnental and fanmily issues in-depth. Students choose
only one option.

Option #1

Option #1 focuses on how and what about gender is comrunicated in
early chil dhood.

1. The first step of this assignnment involves conpletion of one of
the follow ng activities:

a.

popul ar

a.

Go to a store with an extensive card stand and exani ne
several cards designed for parents with newborns. Study the
cards targeted for the parents of sons, for parents of
daughters, as well as cards, which do not refer to the sex
of the child. Purchase three cards, which you believe to be
representative and bring themto class for your oral report.

Go to the library and sel ect two books--one where the main
character is nmale, the other where the character is fenunle.
These characters need not be human. Study the visual and
personal characteristics and behavi or of the characters.
Bring these books to class for your oral report.

Wat ch one hour of cartoons targeted for young children on
Saturday nmorning. ldentify the main male and fenal e
characters. These characters need not be human. Study the
vi sual and personal characteristics and behaviors of the
characters. Bring a videotaped excerpt to class for your
oral report.

nmedi a.

Option #2

Option #2 focuses on how and what about gender is comrunicated in the
Wat ch one hour of videos on MIV, VH 1, TNN, or BET and
observe the i mages of wonen and nen. Make note of the
physi cal characteristics (e.g., age, ethnicity, body build,
etc.) and behavior (e.g., what are they doing?) of the main
characters. How do wonen and nmen differ in their portrayal ?
Al so, note how many vi deos feature wonmen versus nmen in | ead
roles. Bring a videotaped excerpt to class for your oral
report.
Wat ch one hour of commercials aired during the daytime soap
opera or prinme tinme evening periods. Study the
representati on of nmen and wonen, noting physical
characteristics, age, ethnicity, and behavior. How do wonen
and men differ in their portrayal ? Al so, note how many
commercials feature wonen versus nen in lead roles. Bring a
vi deot aped excerpt to class for your oral report. (A
variation of this activity could be done using one wonen’s
and one nen’s magazine.)
Choose two highly successful recordings artists/singers--one

mal e, the other female--in the same field of nusic (e.g.,
Choose two country, rap, or pop) and exami ne the thenes in
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the lyrics of their nmusic for gender differences. Bring an
audi o taped excerpt to class for your oral report.

Option #3
Opti on #3 focuses on gender, work, and aging.

a. I ntervi ew soneone you know who has or is preparing for a
career in a profession dom nated by the opposite sex. Ask
t hem how t hey happened to choose this field, if have they
ever been di scouraged or encouraged and by whom and what
strategi es they have used to cope with gender
discrimnation. Take notes for your oral and final reports.

b. Go to the library and select two children’s books that focus
on parents’ work roles. Study the representation of wonen
and nen, noting personal characteristics and behavi or.

Bring these books to class for your oral report

C. Wat ch one hour of television commercials or progranms during
prinme-tine television and study the representation of
wonen’s and nmen’s work roles. Note the nunber in
conventional versus unconventional work roles for nen and
wonen. Bring a videotaped excerpt to class for your oral
report.

d. Watch two hours of television comercials or prograns
during prinme-tinme television and record the representation
of ol der wonmen. Note how they are portrayed in conparison
to younger worren and ol der nen? What are their
characteristics?

2. The second step involves preparation and presentation of the ora
report that should last no nore than 10 minutes. This report is
a brief summary and interpretation of your findings. You should
al so nention how your findings conpare to related research
descri bed by your textbook author.

3. The third and final step involves preparation of the final,
written report, which should average about five pages. This
report should have three sections: (1) a statenent of purpose and
your prior expectations, (2) a description of your nethod, and
(3) a discussion and sunmary of your findings.

Renmenber that in order to receive full credit for your final report,
it nmust address the issues outlined in #3, be free of granmatical and
t ypographi cal errors and be submtted on tine.

CURRENT | SSUE SUMVARY FORM
CHFD 4620

I nstructions: Pl ease conplete this formand attach a hard copy of
the news itemdistributed to the class.



Citation

State why this issue interests you

State the rel evance of the issue to our cl ass:

VWhat questions did the research findings or policy inplications raise
for you?

VWhat reactions, observations, etc. did the class have that interest
you?

Student | nfornmati on Sheet
CHFD 4620

Name:

Emai | Address:



Enmer gency Phone:
Year :
Maj or :

What courses you have you had in CHFD?

What courses have you had in wonmen’s studies or that have addressed
gender and other diversity issues directly?

What are your career goal s?

What reasons did you take the course?



