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Remember:  
 
• September is 

National CPS 
Month.  

 
• Participating in 

a seat check 
event could 
satisfy the 
community 
education 
requirement for 
your CPST 
recertification.  

 
Stay involved! 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Saved by the Belt 
Crash Survivor Fred Briscoe 

NHTSA and Safe Kids are encouraging all 
child passenger safety groups to sponsor a 
Seat Check Event on Saturday, September 25. 
The goal is to make sure all children are  prop-
erly secured in appropriate child restraints – 
every trip, every time. During ‘Child Passen-
ger Safety (CPS) Week’ September 19-25, 
parents and caregivers are urged to make sure 
their child safety seats and booster seats are 
properly installed and used correctly. 

Many groups across the state have planned 
events for that day. GTIPI will sponsor an 
event at Rockdale Career Academy in Conyers. 
Safe Kids Toombs County will be hosting an 
event at the Lowe’s in Vidalia as part of 
Lowe’s Safety Day. They will be promoting 
fire safety as well as child safety.  
 
 
                                           (Continued Page 2) 

National Seat Check Saturday - Sept 25th 

The day started out just as countless others. 
I picked up my assignment from my boss, 
climbed up into my dump truck and headed 
for Juliet, GA.  We’d been working there for 
several weeks….back and forth….one load 
after another of sand.  Same route – a 55 mile 
per hour zone.  The road was a little curvy, 
but not too bad.  It really was a beautiful, 
sunny Tuesday - great visibility, not much 
traffic.  Everything was going well. 
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Saved By The Belt 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

 

I’ve tried to remember - asking myself 
what happened that caused me to drop 
off the side of the road, but I’m just not 
sure.  I guess the reason will remain a 
mystery.  When my tire slid off the pave-
ment, I tried to gently pull it back onto 
the road.  But the load had already 
shifted causing the truck to roll onto its 
side.  It continued to slide for approxi-
mately 50 feet before coming to a stop. 
One thing is for sure, though.  If I hadn’t 
been wearing my seat belt, I would have 
been badly hurt – possibly killed. 

 I believe I would have ended up under-
neath the truck.   

I say that because everything else in the 
cab of the truck was thrown out of the 
vehicle through the windshield.  The 
truck came to rest on its side and on top 
of all of those things. 
 
The burn I got from the seat belt has 
healed. The truck can be replaced.  But I 
will remain forever grateful for the fact 
that I did remember to put my seat belt 
on that morning.  There’s no doubt in my 
mind – it saved my life. 

DISCLAIMER: Trade and brand names are used only for information, and descriptions are those of the manufacturers. The University of Georgia Cooperative  
Extension, College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences and College of Family & Consumer Sciences, does not guarantee nor warrant published standards on any 
product mentioned, neither does the use of a trade or brand name imply approval of any product to the exclusion of others which may also be suitable.  

National Seat Check Saturday - September 25, 2010 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

 
Safe Kids Walker County will hold a 
seat check event in their county. Traci 
Reece, Coalition Leader said, “The na-
tional publicity makes advertising your 
event easier. I would strongly encourage 
all groups to consider hosting an event 
on Seat Check Saturday.” Safe Kids 
Gainesville/Hall County has scheduled a 
seat check event at Target in Gainesville. 
Kim Martin, Coalition Leader, said they 
plan to have a daily feature in the local 
paper for each day of that week.  Safe 
Kids of Savannah/Chatham County has 
scheduled an event with Candler Hospi-
tal.  
 
Remember, participating in a seat check 
event could satisfy the community edu-
cation requirement for your CPST recer-
tification. In addition, at many of the 
events, CPST Instructors will be on-hand 
to sign-off on seat installations com-
pleted during the event. Check with the 
contact person of the individual event for 
further information. 
 
Our goal is to make sure all children are 
riding safely. Motor vehicle crashes are 
the leading cause of death for children 
from 3 to 14 years of age. Thanks for 
your efforts to make the children of 
Georgia safe!    

 
Parents from the local special needs 
childcare facility will be encouraged to 
attend as well as parents served by vari-
ous social service agencies. Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta and Atlanta Fire 
Department personnel will assist with 
this outreach.  
 
 
 

 
For more information about National 
Seat Check Saturday, including poster, 
press releases, and  marketing materials 
for use at your seat check event, visit the 
official NHTSA website: 
 

www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/
planners/cpsweek2010/ 
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NEW Seats - Evenflo Maestro  
Melba  King, CPSTI  

The Maestro™ is Evenflo’s newest com-
bination seat for children weighing 20 to 
50 pounds with harness.  The 5-point 
harness system has 4 sets of harness 
slots, 2 crotch slots and a front adjuster 
strap.   
 
When harnesses are removed and the 
CRS becomes a booster, the CRS accom-
modates children weighing between 40 
and 100 pounds.  The Maestro™ features 
RightFit belt path technology.   
 

When used in booster mode, the headrest 
adjusts to allow proper placement of the 
vehicle shoulder belt to the child’s 
height.   
 
Suggested retail price: $79.99 
For more information, visit: 
 www.evenflo.com  

 

Traci Reese, CPSTI Receives State Educator of the Year 
Melba King, CPSTI 

Since Traci began her work with Walker 
County as a volunteer Rescue Techni-
cian approximately 10 years ago, she has 
been involved in education.  She became 
certified through the National Board on 
Fire Service Professional Qualifications 
as a Firefighter 1, Life and Safety Edu-
cator, Fire Instructor 1 and Fire Inspector 
1. She is certified as an evaluator for 
Georgia Firefighter Standards and Train-
ing.  
 
Traci completed her CPST in 2004 and 

Congratulations to Traci Reece, Captain 
of Administrative Services at Walker 
County EMS.  Traci is the recipient of 
the 2010 State Educator of the Year 
Award presented by the Georgia State 
Firefighters Association at their annual 
conference in Savannah, GA on August 
7, 2010.  The award will also roll over to 
the Firefighter Appreciation Day at the 
State Capitol in February 2011 where 
Traci will be presented a proclamation 
from Governor Perdue. 
 

continued on to become an Instructor. 
She currently serves on the Georgia 
Child Passenger Safety Advisory Board.  
She also headed up the effort to start a 
Safe Kids Coalition in Walker County.   
“I thank everyone that has supported my 
vision and encouraged me along the way!  
Without the support of folks from GTIPI 
(to supply the education to begin with), 
my Fire Chief for signing me up for the 
training, and all of my wonderful techni-
cians and department volunteers, none of 
this would be possible!” 

NEW Seats - Evenflo Serenade 
Melba King, CPSTI 

 
The Evenflo Serenade™ is an infant-
only child restraint for children weighing 
between 5 and 35 pounds and whose 
height is between 19” and 32”.   
 
The Serenade has a detachable base with 
a push-in SureLATCH® connector sys-
tem on a strap that automatically tightens 
when the base is pushed downward.  The 
5-point harness features the Infinite Slide 
system that simply slides up or down for 
an accurate harness fit every time.   
 
Height adjustments can be made easily 
without removing the child from the 
CRS.   

 
 

 
Suggested retail price: $199.99 
For more information, visit: 
www.evenflo.com 

 

 



 

Need another copy of your CPST card? Go to cert.safekids.org and log in.  
At the bottom of your profile page, click the link that states  

“Click here for Your Wallet Card/Certificate.” 

 
Child Passenger Safety Technician 
 
September 14-17*      Conyers  
October 5-8*             Conyers  
October 26-28           Suwanee  
November 16-19        Savannah  
December 7-9            Conyers  
 
Georgia Teens Ride with P.R.I.D.E. 
 
October 12                Barnesville  
October 19                Conyers  
November 9              Conyers 
December 14             Conyers 
 
CarFit Coordinator & Technician 
 
September 14             Ellijay 
September 21            Conyers 
November 4              Conyers 

 
Register online at ridesafegeorgia.org 

* indicates a course is already full 

GTIPI Training Dates 
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