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Remember:  
 
• BEST 

PRACTICE        
is for children 
under 4 feet, 9 
inches in height 
to be properly 
restrained in a 
child safety seat 
or booster seat 
appropriate for 
their height and 
weight.  

 
• GTIPI will help 

advertise your 
fitting station or 
check event. 
Email us your 
event details at 
gtipi@uga.edu  

 
Together we can 

make a difference! 

 

On May 9, 2011, Governor Nathan Deal 
signed the booster seat bill into law and it 
will take effect on July 1, 2011. This leg-
islation was introduced in the Senate by 
State Senator Jeff Mullis and in the House 
of Representatives by State Representa-
tive Alan Powell. Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta and Safe Kids of Georgia were 
among those giving leadership to this leg-
islative initiative. 
Harris Blackwood, Director of the Gover-
nor’s Office of Highway Safety said, 
“This bill will bring Georgia in line with 
the age recommendations of the National 
Highway Safety Traffic Administration. 
Certain exemptions, which were part of 
state law, still apply.” 
Provisions of this new law will require 
children to be properly restrained in a 
child restraint until they are 8 years of 
age.  Exemptions from the law are if he 
or she is at least 4 feet 9 inches tall OR 
the parent or guardian has a written state-
ment from a physician that the child has a 
physical or medical condition that pre-
vents placing or restraining him or her as 
required by law.  This statement must be 

kept with the child and available for verifi-
cation. 
A child under age 8 and weighing at least 40 
pounds is not exempt from the law, but an 
exception allows those children to use a lap 
belt only instead of a car seat or booster seat 
when the vehicle is not equipped with lap 
and shoulder belts OR all seating positions 
with lap and shoulder belts are being used to 
restrain other children.  In this case, the 
placement of car seats or booster seats 
should be evaluated to determine if they can 
be repositioned to provide the best protec-
tion for all children being transported. 
Vehicles that must comply with this new 
law are passenger automobiles, vans, SUVs 
and pickup trucks that are in motion on a 
public road, street or highway. The driver 
receives the citation. One point shall be as-
sessed against the violator’s driver’s license 
for the first conviction and two points shall 
be assessed for second and subsequent con-
victions. Resi-
dency or vehicle 
registration is 
not a considera-
tion. 

Booster Seat Bill Signed 
Mary Ann Robinson, CPSTI 
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NHTSA’s New Car Assessment Program 
Mary Ann Robinson, CPSTI 

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration is developing a pro-
gram that will make it easier for par-
ents to choose an appropriate child 
restraint system for their vehicle.  
The information that will be available 
through this program is provided by 
vehicle manufacturers.  Although 
crash testing will not be done, recom-

mendations will be made regarding 
which child restraint best fits in each 
position of every vehicle. 
NHTSA is establishing this new con-
sumer information program as part of 
the New Car Assessment Program.    
Data have proven that children are 
safest when the restraints are com-
patible with the vehicle.  This pro-

gram addresses this need and is de-
signed to reduce installation errors 
that decrease or negate the effective-
ness of child restraints.    
Information on all vehicles weighing 
less than 10,000 pounds will be in-
cluded in this program.  NHTSA 
plans to have the program operational 
in 2012. 

DISCLAIMER: Trade and brand names are used only for information, and descriptions are those of the manufacturers. The University of Georgia Cooperative  
Extension, College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences and College of Family & Consumer Sciences, does not guarantee nor warrant published standards on any 
product mentioned, neither does the use of a trade or brand name imply approval of any product to the exclusion of others which may also be suitable.  

New Seats - Graco Smart Seat™  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo: www.gracobaby.com 
 

One of the newest in Graco’s line of 
car seats is their Signature Series™ 
Smart Seat™ All-in-One child re-
straint.  It’s unique design provides a 
user-friendly installation when used 
in both rear and forward-facing 
modes.   
The seat has a convenient stay-in-
the-car base.  It is easily secured with 
its own lock-off feature and remains 
in the vehicle as long as the harness 
is being used so it only has to be in-
stalled once.  
This convertible child restraint fits a 
child rear-facing from 5 to 40 pounds 
and forward-facing from 20 to 65 
pounds.  The seat will convert to a 
belt-positioning booster seat for chil-
dren between 30 and 100 pounds.  
The base is not used when in 
booster-mode.   
For parent's ease of use, there is a 
one-hand height adjustable head rest 
with no-thread harness as well as an 

on-the-go recline so the child 
can be reclined without having 
to re-install the seat. 
 

Additional features include: 
 

• An integrated harness stor-
age compartment holds the 
harness straps that are not 
used in booster mode 

• An easy-to-read level indi-
cator on the seat that helps 
eliminate installation 
guesswork 

• 6-position adjustable head 
rest for a growing child 

• EPS, energy absorbing 
foam liner 

• 5-position recline 
• Flip-up armrests make it 

easy for a child to get in 
and out of the restraint 

 

Suggested retail price:             
~$300.00 

Melba King, CPSTI 
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Inflatable Seat Belts Now in 2011 Ford Explorer  
Melba King, CPSTI 

 

The new inflatable rear seat belt is 
now an option in the XT and Lim-
ited versions of the 2011 Ford Ex-
plorer.  The shoulder belt portion of 
the rear outboard seat belts contains 
an air bag that is designed to deploy 
in certain crashes to help reduce 
head, neck and chest injuries for 
those back seat occupants.   The in-
flated belt is wider and designed to 
cover  five times the area of a regu-
lar seat belt.  Because it is already 
positioned across an occupant’s 
chest when it deploys, it does so 
with less force than other air bags. 
However, still being debated is 
whether child restraints should be 
installed in those positions where air 
bags are inside the shoulder belt.  
Although Ford has reportedly done  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                  
 
 
 
 

 

extensive testing to ensure these seat 
belts are compatible with child re-
straints, some child restraint manu-
facturers have already stated that 
their restraints can not be used in po-
sitions with inflatable rear seat belts 
and others are likely to follow.   
All 2011 Explorers will be manufac-
tured with 3-row seating.  The op-
tional inflatable seat belts will only 
be available in the outboard positions 
of the center row seats.  Since the air 
bag contained in the seat belt is only 
active when the latchplate is secured 
into the buckle, LATCH may be an 
option for child restraint installations 
in those positions.  All other posi-
tions in the 2011 Ford Explorer will 
have regular lap and shoulder belt 
combinations.  

Saved by the Belt 
Crash Survivors, Fannin County 

ing approximately 70 mph in a 25 
mph zone.   
The crash was so hard that their mom 
was knocked unconscious.  Jackson’s 
arm was broken and he was not able 
to unbuckle his seat belt.  Victoria 
managed to get out of her seat belt 
and kicked out her window.  She 
crawled out of the car and asked if 
someone had a cell phone she could 
use to call 911.  A neighbor who 
heard the crash and had come to as-
sist said he had already made the call 

Eight-year-old Jackson and 10-year-
old Victoria live in Fannin County, 
Georgia and are two of GTIPI’s new-
est Saved by the Belt Club members.  
Their family was involved in a crash 
in September, 2010 and they are con-
vinced wearing seat belts saved their 
lives.   
Their mom was driving the car that 
day.  As she pulled out of their drive-
way and headed down the street, 
their car was hit head-on by a small 
pickup truck.  The truck was travel-

for help.  Victoria used that man’s 
phone to call her dad because she 
knew that her mom and brother were 
badly hurt. 
Her mother’s foot, ankle, both knees 
and left femur were broken.  In addi-
tion to a broken arm, Jackson had to 
have his appendix removed.   
It was a very severe crash, but it 
could have been 
much worse had 
they not been wear-
ing their seat belts. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need another copy of your CPST card? Go to cert.safekids.org and log in.  
At the bottom of your profile page, click the link that states  

“Click here for Your Wallet Card/Certificate.” 

 

Child Passenger Safety Technician 
 

June 7-10                           Dublin 
August 16-19                     Conyers 
September 13-16                Conyers 
 
 

CPST CEU Workshop 
 

June 16                              Conyers 
August 11                          TBA 
 

 
 

GTIPI Training Dates 

Funded by a grant from the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
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Georgia Teens Ride with P.R.I.D.E. 
 

July 12                Conyers 
July 19                Conyers 
July 26                Barnesville 
August 9              Conyers 
August 16            Clarkesville 
August 20            Acworth 
 
 
 

CarFit Coordinator & Technician 
 

September 7-8                   Conyers 
 

 
 
 
August 20            Richmond Hill 
August 23            Barnesville 
September 20      Conyers 
September 20      Clarkesville 
September 24      Richmond Hill 
September 27      Barnesville 
September 29      Marietta 
 

 
 

 

Early registration through June 30 - $250 
Registration after June 30 - $300 
Hotel room rates from $109/night plus taxes & fees 
 

For more information or to register online, visit www.gahighwaysafety.org/2011conference 

 

Register for GTIPI trainings online at www.ridesafegeorgia.org 
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