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A Victoria Place to Call Home

In the seventies and eighties, I grew up on the east 300 
block of Walcott Street. I used to walk down Dawson 
Street to get to town, a road still canopied by trees, and 
graced with the Lapham-Patterson and other Victorian 
houses with wide porches and families in their yards. 
I knew people who lived in most of those homes: the 
Wrights, Riches, Daniels, Hayes and Hicks. I remember 
the smell of fresh cut grass on Saturday afternoons, the 
chatter of neighbors and days spent shelling peas or 
shucking corn on front porches. Dairy Queen was on 
Carol Hill and a neighborhood grocery store was two 
blocks away on the corner of Broad and Walcott.

Small towns and cities have become urbanized, en 
masse, since those days, with the birth of endless 
suburban gated communities and shopping Supercenters. 
The convenience store was born and most mom and 

pop stores were plowed over along with trees and green 
spaces. Now, it seems, nothing is walkable. The planning 
that spurred this was based on zoning laws that moved 
industry and commerce away from residential areas.

Urban planning is still evolving {maybe even ‘de’-
volving} though, as ideas of living convenience, 
transportation and sustainability are changing. I spoke 
with City Planner Brian Herrmann recently about 
changes to the Victoria Place neighborhood and how a 
new code is helping facilitate change. 

Imagine an early downtown Thomasville or even 
Boston, Georgia. Within a block or two, there could be 
a variety of restaurants, clothing and grocery stores, all 
based on the need for proximity as well as for parks and 
green spaces.
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Thomasville's own son, Mr. Jack Kelly, has left us here to 
love this town without him, yet, with him; for he leaves a 
legacy of friendship, kindness and more than a little me-
dia coverage. In life, he was a do-er. And, in his passing, 
let us all be spurred on to do a little ourselves. 
When I first moved to Thomasville, fresh from 
journalism school, I applied to the local newspaper and 
received no response. A new acquaintance, Lindsay 
Butler, introduced me to Jack Kelly, who was publishing 
his Thomasville magazine. He reviewed my work and 
hired me immediately. This was the beginning of an 
on-again off-again working relationship, and a fast 
friendship that didn't have anything to do with whether 
we could stand to work together that month.  

One of my first memories of him is watching a large car 
careen to a stop in front of our rental home on Bartow St. It 
was going the wrong way, and Jack stuck a hand out to wave 
oncoming traffic around him. He popped out of the door and 
started hollering at me from the sidewalk. He told me he'd 
been born in the house next door. He said that after the home 
had been partially burned because a train had prevented 
the fire department from arriving, his father, owner of the 
Thomasville newspaper, petitioned to have the underpass put 
in near the intersection of Bartow and Remington. 

Jack was always candid about his past successes and 
failures, and his life bore out his belief that a person 
is not defined by what they have lost, but by the good 
they've brought their community. He strove to publish 
a magazine that would reflect the spirit and people of 
Thomasville, and that would connect the community 
at large. He was more than a little instrumental in my 
conversion of the Townie from blog to print. 

Not only did Jack show me the ins and outs of real-world 
magazine publishing, most importantly, he showed me 
how to do this kind of work in a small town. The strict 
J-school rules applied, but were bent, and there were 

new rules to learn, relationships to build and the good of 
Thomasville to consider. I have always been a positive 
person, but seeing the way Jack used a media platform to 
spread his positive outlook - and to champion his beloved 
Thomasville - solidified this core tenet of the Townie. 

Jack was always steadfastly encouraging of the print 
version of the Townie, and that's just one example of the 
kind of heart he possessed. I was glad to have worked 
for him on Thomasville magazine, and I continued to 
help out with stories any time he asked. We both wanted 
the other to do well, and we knew that both periodicals 
brought something of benefit to the town that we loved. 

And he did love Thomasville. Passionately and without 
equal. It was the town that birthed him, the town that 
nurtured him and the town that welcomed him with 
open arms if ever he stumbled. He made it his mission 
to know people and would do anything he could to help 
a person or business succeed. The way that he took me 
under his wing and introduced me around town, told me 
how each person was related to another and showed me 
how deep a small town can be: that kind of thing is rare, 
indeed. I was fortunate to have met Jack and my sorrow 
for those who won't meet him is genuine.

As Townies, we do tend to stick to our own, and 
indoctrinate those who are not yet of that persuasion. 
Jack was the Townie who indoctrinated me. He showed 
me that there is so much to love about this town: this 
place that is truly like no other, this place apart. Jack 
loved this town, and gave us all he had. Let us now, as 
Townies, take up this mantle and continue the good, 
positive, community-building work Jack has laid at our 
feet. He now assumes his place in Thomasville's history 
with the other greats of this singular locale. 

We collectively tip our tophat to you, dear Jack. 

- Bunny B.

Whispers 

Psst… coming in August… a toast for TU scholarships 
the ‘Heming-way’… Parisian eats and casino play…

Shhh… when he gets back from Scotland, one of  our 
favorite Townie pro-golfers is going to sit down with us…

Dinner on the Bricks is coming back… we’ll have the 
scoop soon…
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What do river wars, the Sundance Festival Grand Jury 
Prizewinning The Wolfpack and quail masks have in com-
mon?  All are a part of Thomasville’s Third Annual Cov-
ey Film Festival coming October 8 - 16th! Mark your cal-
endar for an inspiring line up of films, workshops, lectures 
and of course the main event, Covey’s Masked Quail Ball 
– sure to be another sell out!
Focused on the theme 'Nature, Community & Caring,' this 
year’s films are inspiring and thought provoking. The films  
The Wolfpack—co-produced by Louise Ingalls Sturges, 
niece of local Kathy Vignos—and Virunga have been major 
award winners at premier film festivals. Virunga, produced 
by Leonardo DiCaprio and the Buffett Foundation, has 
already picked up 47 international film awards.

Tall Timbers is sponsoring the screening of Who Owns 
the Water – a documentary, made by Atlanta filmmaker, 
David Hanson. This film focuses on the conflict over 
water rights for the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola 
River Systems by the states of Florida, Alabama and 
Georgia. 

Thomasville Landmarks and The Thomas County 
Historical Society & Museum of History will host 
“Historic Films of Thomasville” a look at the films and 
film stars who were in Thomasville at the beginning of 
the industry and Thomasville’s history. Margie Compton, 
archivist from The University of Georgia will lead 
this fascinating lecture. There will also be a short film 
program highlighting the winners of Covey’s high school 
and college student short documentary film competitions. 

The Thomasville Community Resource Center is the 
beneficiary of the festival proceeds, so Covey is sure 
to include Thomasville youth. In conjunction with the 
evenings’ films, age appropriate films and workshops 
will also be offered to local students; they will receive an 
introduction to the film industry and learn of its many 
job opportunities. 

Finally, Covey will bring out the glamour during its 
Masked Quail Ball, Thursday, October 15th. Located 
downtown at the Ballroom in the Broad Street Exchange 
Building, the evening begins with its 'Stars Under the 
Stars' open-air, red carpet reception on the bricks.  At 
7:15p, the black-tie-requested ball begins to celebrate 
the history makers and celebrities of the Red Hills 
Region. A live dance band and great food by JB Crumbs 
will keep the evening festive, along with an ‘A’ List 
Auction, offering exciting experiences and Hollywood 
memorabilia to bidders.  

Thomasville is and has been home to some of the 
greatest films and names in the industry. Join the Covey 
Film Festival as it celebrates the films of the past and 
present, with all proceeds to benefit the Thomasville 
Community Resource Center.  To view a complete 
lineup, and purchase passes and Gala tickets, visit www.
coveyfilmfestival.com  or find Covey Film Fest on 
Facebook.

- Didi H.   

Herrmann says, “Designing communities is more than 
just mapping where the residential, commercial and 
industrial parcels belong, which is typical conventional 
zoning […] Good design involves greater attention to 
streetscapes, sidewalks, lighting, parking, the form of the 
structures in an area and more.” 

The Victoria Place development will include small 
businesses, professional services, such as doctors and 
childcare, an elementary school and public buildings, 
historic rehabbed homes preserved by Thomasville 
Landmarks and renovation specialists Paul and Cathy 
Taber, new homes historically inspired, access to 
the multi-use trail system, as well as walking access 
to Thomasville’s downtown restaurants, stores and 
churches, and the creative district in the Bottoms area. 

A top priority is preserving the rich history in existing 
structures. “The Historic Preservation Committee 
(HPC) is a natural partner,” says Herrmann, “with 
this kind of vision and planning. The City and the 
HPC, identify and consider the relationship of building 
facades and the environment and historic fabric of a 
community.” 

The new “Form Code” is based on the needs of a 
community and adhering to an aesthetic principle based 
on existing historical references. People want to live in 
beautiful aesthetically pleasing places. We can’t wait to 
see what the future holds.

For more information visit www.livevictoriapark.com.

- Clay B.
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