
   During April and May, Radon 
Educator Becky Chenhall      
presented 25 radon school     
programs to more than 1,000 
science students at five middle 
schools and high schools in 
three counties: Walton, Jackson 
and Oconee. Ms. Chenhall 
strongly encourages students to 
take the radon message home to 
family members. 

   Ms. Wendy Brooks, Youth 
Middle School Teacher, invites 
Becky Chenhall to present      
radon programs to her classes 

each year. Ms. Chenhall begins her school programs with EPA’s “Green Baby Steps” 
TV PSA, then uses a PowerPoint presentation that includes where radon originates, a 
radon map of Georgia, radon health effects, testing for  radon, radon mitigation, and 
ends with promotion of the radon 
poster contest. She also plays        
several samples of new EPA radio 
PSA’s with varied  musical back-
grounds from contemporary to      
gospel. Students enjoy voting on two 
of their favorites. The Kids PSA is 
overwhelmingly the number one 
choice, with country, Latin, and    
gospel not far behind. 
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In May Ines Beltran and Edda Cotto- 
Rivera shared radon information at the 
Feria de La Mujer Latina in Santa Fe Mall. 
This health fair targets Hispanic women, 
offering free health screening for diabetes, 
blood pressure, bone density, and more. 
Many are interested in learning about    
Radon and most  request a radon kit to test 
their home. It is exciting to know that the 

Hispanic     com-
munity is hear-
ing about this dangerous radioactive gas through 
UGA Cooperative Extension. 
 

   Also in May, Gwinnett County held a Wellness 
Fair in the Justice and Administration Center in         
Lawrenceville, GA. More than 2,000 county        
employees participated in this fair that offered free 
health services to employees. Though county       
employees had access to Radon information on the 
county’s intranet system, many visited the Radon  
exhibit and received free radon kits to their homes. 
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Ines shares a radon test kit  
with Hambee, the  

HoneyBaked Ham mascot. 

Edda and Ines show exhibit visitors how to use the 
radon test kit they receive to test their homes. 

Edda Cotto-Rivera and Ines Beltran often team up for large events like 
Douglas County Extension’s Home Efficiency Fair in May. Kevin Livingston, 
Douglas County Agriculture Agent, designed the event to showcase resources 
available to Douglas County Homeowners to help them use energy and water 
more efficiently. 
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   Edda Cotto-Rivera 
was a special guest 
s p e a k e r  f o r  P r o j e c t 
I D E A L ,  a  m o n t h l y      
s u p p o r t  g r o u p  f o r       
Hispanic adults with   
diabetes. Seven partici-
pants learned that Radon 
is indeed a problem in 
North Georgia 

 

   In May Edda Cotto-
Rivera presented radon  
information at a Town 
Hall Meeting, held by 
Cobb County Commis-
sioner Tim Lee. Partici-
pants asked and received 
answers to questions about radon and received radon test kits to test their 
homes. One  participant, a Cobb County resident, was surprised to discover 
she had  misconceptions about radon and her house. She took what she learned 

a n d  s h a r e d  i t  w i t h  h e r 
neighborhood association and 
helped distribute 16 test kits to 
her neighbors. Way to go 
Stephanie! 

   Cotto-Rivera participated in 
DeKalb Commissioner Larry 
Johnson’s Town Hall Meeting 
in June. Other commissioners 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s          
attended the meeting which   
focused on having a “green 
county.” Edda plans to go to 
similar meetings and hopes  
more people will become inter-
ested in learning about radon 
and its related health risks.  

 

Cobb Co. Commissioner Tom Lee & Edda Cotto-Rivera  

Participants at the April Project IDEAL meeting were 
proud to receive radon kits to test their homes. 
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Vivian Evans, Greene County Seniors Director, invited Radon Educator 

Becky Chenhall to do a radon presentation for the Greene County Seniors. 

Becky placed the small radon exhibit board at the entry for participants to 

view prior to the program. After a short presentation entitled “What is       

Radon? How Does It Enter Our Homes, and Radon Health Effects,” Becky 

demonstrates how to test with an expired kit. Because 

this was a senior group, Becky spoke with each person  

individually about testing before providing a compli-

mentary test kit, explaining in greater detail how to 

use the kit. Many had never heard of radon, but all 

were very interested. Approximately 45 people        

attended the program. 

 

Becky Chenhall helps Green County Seniors to navigate the EPA publication, “A Citizen’s 
Guide to Radon.” She also  
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Christa Campbell shares radon       
information in many different ways:  
The 2009 WSCG Senior Citizen Expo 
was held on May 21, 2009, at the   
Senior Center. Christa provided a   
Radon exhibit and distributed  coupons 
to pick up a free test kit at the Elbert 
County Extension Office. Sixty-one 
people visited the exhibit. 

 

 

Christa Campbell took her Radon exhibit to 
the McDuffie Co. Health Fair in Thomson, GA 
on April 18, 2009. She distributed coupons for 
a free test kit redeemable at the McDuffie Co. 
Extension Office and shared the danger of 
breathing radon with 57 exhibit visitors. 

   The Senior Adult Group at Chestnut 
Mountain Presbyterian Church paid 
close attention during a program      
presented by Ginger Bennett in April. 
Three of the 54 participants are shown 
registering for the dinner program .  



       
 

   Christa Campbell placed a short    
radon article in the Elbert County  4-H 
Parent Page shown here. Parents of      
4-H’ers who attended a talent show at the 
Elbert County Extension Office on April 
24, 2009 went home with The Parent 
Newsletter shown at left. Sixty-five news-
letters were distributed. 
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Two for the Price of One! 
   An interview with Melissa Weinman in June 
brought front page exposure for the Georgia Radon 
Education Program. When Gainesville Times    
readers discovered the second part of the  article 
was nowhere to be found, they complained—loudly! 
As a result, The Times ran the complete article 
again two days later. 
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PROGRAM CONTACTS Hall DeKalb Gwinnett Elbert Walton 
South-

face 
Totals 

Programs, Meetings, Classes 7 17 4 1 32 14 75 

Participants 131 399 152 7 1,561 241 2,491 

Materials Distributed   356 616 52 7 220 0 1,251 

Exhibits or Events 6 2 6 2 5 6 27 

Participants 466 200 715 118 12,900 1,197 15,596 

Materials Distributed   1,060 300 192 154 1,000 0 2,706 

Total Contacts 396 62 52 11 27 1,177 1,725 

Medical Professionals 11 2 0 0 2 0 15 

Homebuilders 1 3 0 0 1 1,145 1,150 

Realtors 9 6 1 0 24 32 72 

Direct Consumer Contacts 375 51 51 11 140 57 685 

 Radon Test Kits Distributed 287 294 332 57 465 0 1,435 

   Test Results Received 144 50 77 32 191 36 530 

   Results above 4.0 pCi/L 64 12 22 2 37 2 139 

   Results below 4.0 pCi/L 69 30 45 26 130 29 329 

   Results incomplete  11 8 10 4 24 5 62 

   % of elevated levels  48% 29% 33% 7% 22% 6% 30% 

   Highest Reported Level 20.2 10.0 21.1 9.8 30.1 5.5 30.1 

 Mitigations 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 RRNC Starts 1 0 0 0 0 0 18 18 

 Mitigation Referrals 120 10 22 0 37 0 189 

 MEDIA IMPRESSIONS Hall DeKalb Gwinnett Elbert 
Walton/ 
Clarke 

South-
face 

Totals 

 Radio Spots/Programs 0 0 0 178 0 0 178 

   Listening Audience 0 0 0 8,000 0 0 8,000 

 TV Spots/Programs 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

   Viewing Audience 0 0 0 0 30,000 0 30,000 

 Newspaper Articles  2 0 0 0 1 0 3 

   Reading Audience 60,000 0 0 0 32,000 0 92,000 

 Newsletter Articles  3 0 0 1 0 0 4 

 Number Distributed 800 0 0 65 0 0 865 

 County Web Site Hits3               

 State Web Site Hits2 2,046 2,517 4,563 

Total Media Impressions 61,209 409 409 8,474 62,409 2,517 135,428 

Program Contacts & Media Impressions for April—June 2009 

1 Reported by Southface only. GA Certified Radon Professionals report Mit/RRNC annually in the July-September issue.  
2 Web Site Hits are shared equally by the five educators   



 
 

 

Total  Programming & Media Impressions from the Beginning 
 of the Radon Program—April 2003 through September 2009. 

1  Madison/Elbert Radon Education Program began in September of 2004. 
2 “Other” category includes data from radon programming by County FACS/4-H agents. 
3 Data in these categories were not tracked in 2003. 
4 Tracking of Web Site Hits started October 2006 and are shared equally by radon educators.  
5 As of Fiscal 2008, Mitigation & RRNC data are reported quarterly by Southface only.   

6 UGA reports on an annual basis in the final fiscal quarter, July-September, based on annual reports from NEHA/NRSB certified mitigators  
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PROGRAM CONTACTS Hall    DeKalb Gwinnett Elbert1 Walton 
South-

face 
Other2 Totals 

 Programs & Meetings 168 117 189 140 424 953 27 2,018 

Participants 5,233 2,456 12,713 3,234 15,589 13,583 2,099 54,907 

Materials Distributed 8,267 7,941 13,403 5,392 33,939 5,961 66 74,969 

 Exhibits or Events3 86 20 62 35 92 53 31 379 

Participants 32,341 1,721 41,815 10,276 96,318 9,264 2,996 194,731 

Materials Distributed 33,494 3,230 25,638 6,546 16,880 1,090 1,346 88,224 

 Total Direct Contacts 1,736 209 135 547 1,871 7,760 52 10,037 

   Medical professionals 342 15 31 78 565 0 24 1,055 

   Home builders 197 9 11 401 232 6,895 0 7,745 

   Realtors 312 54 2 40 186 615 28 1,237 

   Consumer Contacts 885 131 91 28 888 250 0 2,273 

 Radon  Kits Distributed 6,076 2,339 6,149 2,529 9,100 3,729 4,600 34,522 

   Test Results Received 1,748 544 1,796 1,207 4,102 592 849 10,838 

   Percent 4 pCi/L & above 21.2% 5.5% 23.4% 11.2% 23.5% 16.5% 0.0% 18.4% 

   Highest Reported Level 49.9 12.2 49.0 44.0 37.3 77.1 0.0 77.1 

 Mitigations Completed 5,6 40 0 1 5 16 22 1,365 1,449 

 Radon Resistant Starts5,6  2 0 0 0 10 412 937 1,361 

 Mitigation Referrals 379 66 174 63 252 70 0 1,004 

MEDIA IMPRESSIONS Hall DeKalb Gwinnett  Elbert Walton 
South-     

face 
Other Totals 

  Radio Spots 42 5 8 2,376 125 1 2 2,559 

Listening Audience 2,806,000 620,000 7,000 3,908,000 2,342,000 2,000 377,000 10,062,000 

  TV Spots 118 66 645 5 235 2 437 1,508 

    Viewing Audience 25,018,000 1,488,000 73,974,000 9,368 26,694,000 1,263,000 8,385,000 136,831,368 

  Newspaper 23 1 16 10 55 0 6 111 

Circulation 795,000 98,000 1,288,317 143,000 1,807,300 0 69,500 4,201,117 

  Newsletter Articles 25 0 12 9 33 8 16 103 

    Distribution 12,700 0 12,246 4,115 1,358,420 903,048 6,054 2,296,583 

  Web Site Hits4 21,060 32,216 0 53,276 

 Total Media Impressions 28,635,912 2,210,212 75,285,775 4,068,695 32,205,932 2,200,264 8,837,554 153,444,344 



Nanki Udhwani, Oconee 
County 1st Place Winner in the 
2008-2009 Radon Poster    
Contest, delivers the radon       
message to children at Athens 
Montessori School (AMS).   

Nanki, a former (AMS)      
student and currently a student 
at Oconee Middle School, 
spoke to the children about the     
dangers of radon and the need 
to test all homes. She gave the 
students radon rulers and note 
pads. Nanki presented her     
radon poster and recited the 
winning radon presentation that 
she gave to win First Place at 4-H County Project 
Achievement and at District Project  Achievement. 
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The Georgia Radon           
Education Program is 
funded by the U.S. Environ-
mental    Protection Agency 
in partnership with the   
University of Georgia       
College of Family and      
Consumer Sciences, the   
Environmental Division of 
the Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs, and 
Southface  Energy Institute. 

UGA Radon Program Team 

Ginger Bennett 
770/535-8290 

bennettg@uga.edu 
 

Ines Beltran 
678-377-4010 

inesb@uga.edu 

Christa Campbell 
706/283-2037 

christaa@uga.edu 
 

Becky Chenhall 
 770/267-1324,  

chenhall@uga.edu 
 

Edda Cotto-Rivera 
404/298-4072 

ecrivera@uga.edu  
 

Dr. Jorge H. Atiles, Director 
706/542-4860 

jhatiles@uga.edu 

 

UGA Cooperative Extension offers its educational programs, assistance, and materials to all people  without    
regard to race, ethnicity, national origin, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age, disability, or veteran status 

and is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action organization.  

Blast off for 
January 2010 

National Radon 
Action Month is 
right around the 

corner.  
Buckle your seat 
belts. It’s going 

to be an           
exciting ride! 


