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The block area provides many opportunities for children
to make their own constructions with materials that are
“open-ended.” There are many ways to use blocks, so
children can be imaginative and invent whatever they
choose. This increases their self-confidence as well as their
knowledge of geometry and other math concepts.

They learn about size by comparing those blocks that are
smaller, bigger and the same sizes. They can also sort the
blocks by shape or size.

They learn about shapes as they touch and feel the dimen-
sions of a square, a rectangle, a triangle, a cylinder, a hexa-
gon and other shapes.

They learn about how to make
something that looks like the “real
thing.” For example, a child might
construct a block structure and say,
“This is where they fly the rocket
ships,” as she pretends to create a
launching pad. We then know that
the child understands that a block
building stands for a real launch-
ing pad. This is called symbolic
thinking, and it is an important
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skill for language development and reading. Eventually,
children learn that words are symbols that stand for real
objects.

Block play is a great way for
children to learn to solve prob-
lems. If a child builds a tower
with blocks that don’t fit to-
gether, the tower won’t stand. A
teacher might suggest using dif-
ferent shapes. The child can ex-
periment until he solves the
problem.

A

Children also learn about coop-
eration in the block area. Often
the block area becomes a play
scene. After the launching pad
is created, two children may be-
come astronauts.

When a creation gets tipped
over by another child, we have
a great opportunity to teach con-
flict management. Clean-up is
easier when two children work
together. With the teacher’s
help, children will learn to ne-
gotiate and work things out.
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