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Are you tired of running out of hot water when you need it most?
Do you want to spend less money on your water heating bills? You
can help your water heater to provide more hot water by following
a few simple, affordable guidelines. Since water heating can comprise
15 to 20 percent of your home energy use, these tips can do more than
improve your comfort—they can lower your energy bills.

" Cover pipes with pipe insulation.
Cover the first three to six feet of the pipes entering the water heater and all pipes
exiting the unit to keep your water hotter and save energy. Without pipe insula-
tion, water can lose heat as it travels through pipes, resulting in cooler water and
higher energy bills.

The most common pipe insulation is a foam sleeve that fits around the pipe.
You can also use pipe insulation wrap or you can tape strips of fiberglass insu-
lation around the pipes.

Instructions for foam sleeve installation:
1. Measure the diameter of the pipe.
2. Purchase insulation that fits your pipes.
3. Fit the sleeve around the pipe.
4. Fasten the sleeve to the pipe using duct tape, acrylic tape, cable ties, or
wire along every foot or two of pipe.

Replace old showerheads and faucet tips with low-flow showerheads and
aerators.
Low-flow showerheads and aerators cost $10-$20 and use up to 60% less water.

Instructions:
1. Remove the existing showerhead using an adjustable wrench.
2. Take the old showerhead to a hardware store to match the correct shower-
head to it.
3. Wrap Teflon® tape around the shower pipe threads in a clockwise direction.
4. Screw the new showerhead onto the shower pipe.

Insulate your storage water heater with an insulation blanket.

Insulation blankets (see illustration on the following page) prevent heat from escap-
ing the tank and reduce the amount of energy the unit uses to keep water hot.
Your water heater can probably benefit from added insulation, especially if the stor-
age tank feels warm to the touch, is more than ten years old, or is in an unheated
space (such as the basement, crawl space, or garage). You can usually find insu-
lation blankets for under $20.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION Instructions for installing an insulation blanket:

1. Measure the dimensions of your heater.

2. Purchase a blanket that fits your water heater.













