GICH Alumni
Certification Updates

Changes to streamline the Alumni Certification process for the 2026 cycle

Georgia Department of Community Affairs




What Is Alumni Certification

« Alumni Certification is a process GICH Communities can choose
to go through every two years after their graduation in order to
maintain their certification as alumni

« All GICH communities that fully complete the program are alumni,
but only communities that successfully reapply for alumni
certification will have the “certified alumni” status
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Why Should My Community Want
Certification?

« Alumni Certification serves two functions, one for
GICH program and one for the GICH communities:

* For the GICH program, it demonstrates that your
team is still meeting and working to solve the
housing issues in your community through your
housing work plan

* For the GICH communities, it allows you to
continue to receive bonus points on LIHTC and
CHIP applications and to apply for CBDG every
year
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Changes to
the 2026
Cycle

Georgia Department of Community Affairs




Yearly Cycle

We are moving away from a two-year cycle to a one-year cycle

This is to make it easier for communities to get back to their
alumni status

It will also remove questions about what year communities need to
reapply

These changes are going into effect for all communities starting in
2026

New graduates will still receive one year of certification after
graduating. 2025 graduates will not need to reapply until 2027.
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Team Meetings

Teams will need to submit documentation that their team met twice
a year

This is up from the previous rules, where it was once a year

Proof will be the same as before; sign-in sheet, agenda, meeting
minutes, etc
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Housing Plans

In your meeting minute documentation, we want to see that you
discussed your housing plan at least once

This is just showing it as an agenda item or in your meeting
minutes

This is in response to communities saying that they rarely engage
with their housing plan
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Removing Continuing Education

In the past, communities have needed multiple members to
receive several hours of continuing education outside of GICH
conferences

Based on feedback from our alumni, we decided to remove this
requirement
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Where Can |
Find The

Application?

» The application will be uploaded to

the GICH website ASAP

« The application cycle will be the

same as every year- late
January/early February though the

end of March



Thanks!

Austin Chancy Austin.Chancy@dca.ga.gov
GICH Program and Outreach Coordinator

dca.ga.gov
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