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UGA Dietetics Major

The UGA Dietetics major is an ACEND-accredited Didactic Program in Dietetics (DPD). 
Our Dietetics majors must complete three steps to be eligible to take the credentialing exam 

to become a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN):
1) Receive your BSFCS degree and DPD Verification Statement from UGA
2) Earn a graduate degree in any field from UGA or other regionally-accredited institution
3) Obtain a Verification Statement from an ACEND-accredited supervised practice program
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Celebrate!

Dietetics majors can apply to UGA 
Graduate Programs in the 

Nutritional Sciences Department  
1) The combined MS/DI or PhD/DI: These 
programs are in-person, require a research thesis or 
dissertation, are extremely competitive, and 
acceptance is not guaranteed for UGA students.*

2) The online MS non-thesis, Community 
Nutrition emphasis program: This program can be 
completed with no campus visits. All lessons are 
asynchronous. There is no GRE required to apply.*

3) The MS thesis, MS non-thesis, or PhD 
programs: These programs are on campus and the 
GRE is required to apply. MS thesis and PhD degree 
programs require having a faculty member willing 
to serve as your major professor.*

Students may apply to any stand-alone DI programs 
in the US, which can be completed at the same time 

or after earning their graduate degree.*

*Be sure to speak to your advisor or Double Dawg 
advisor and DPD director to determine the most 

appropriate path for you. Start this process early, as 
some options require completed applications up to 9 

months in advance of the program start date.
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Stand-Alone Dietetic Internship
These ACEND-accredited programs provide 

supervised practice hours only. Completion of 
graduate-level coursework may be required in 

some DI programs, but a graduate degree is not 
awarded at program completion.

Individual Supervised Practice 
Pathway (ISPP)

Students are only eligible to apply to ACEND-
accredited ISPP programs if they are not initially 

matched to a DI program or if they hold a 
doctorate in nutrition but have not earned a DPD 

Verification Statement.

Abbreviations
ACEND = Accreditation Council for Education in 

Nutrition and Dietetics

BSFCS = Bachelor of Science in Family and 
Consumer Sciences

CDR = Commission on Dietetic Registration 

DPD = Didactic Program in Dietetics 

DI = Dietetic Internship

ISPP = Individual Supervised Practice Pathway

MS = Master of Science

PhD = Doctor of Philosophy

RDN = Registered Dietitian Nutritionist

Eligible Programs

Combined Graduate Degree + 
Dietetic Internship Program

These ACEND-accredited programs combine a 
graduate degree with a DI that must be completed 
simultaneously as one program;. Examples include 
MS/DI, PhD/DI, MPH/DI, MBA/DI, MEd/DI, or MA/DI.

Stand-Alone Dietetic Internship 
+ Graduate Degree

ACEND-accredited stand-alone DI programs only 
accept interns who have already earned a graduate 

degree, who are currently enrolled in graduate 
school, or who are on track to complete 

independently-operated DI and graduate programs 
at the same time.

Graduate Program 
in Nutrition (GP) or 

Coordinated Program (CP)
These ACEND-accredited programs integrate 

undergraduate coursework, graduate coursework, 
and supervised practice into one program.


