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by Ashleigh Geurin, CNWE, GAFCS President
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To say this year has flown by

would be a complete

understatement! As my term as

President comes to an end, I

would like to highlight some of

the great work done by the 2023-

2024 Georgia Association of

Family and Consumer Sciences

Executive Board of Directors. 
Our board members have been busy with spreading the

word and promoting advocacy efforts for the profession

of family and consumer sciences this year as part of the

AAFCS Pilot Advocacy Grant. This grant gives $1,000 to

state affiliates to support efforts to meet with legislators

and stakeholders and emphasize the impact of our

profession. We are so proud to be on the ground floor of

this pilot program and look forward to the work that will

be done in the next year! 

UPCOMING EVENTS

GEORGIA FCCLA
UPDATE

GAFCS ANNUAL
AWARD WINNERS



In April, our affiliate met in Athens for annual conference and had the opportunity to

hear from our post-secondary institutions about the exciting updates to programs

offered and how they are adapting to meet the needs and demands of the world, while

staying true to their FCS values.  

 We have also had the opportunity to lift up one of our very own dedicated and special

board members, Joanne S. Cavis, CFCS, as she was selected as the recipient of the

Distinguished Service Award. Joanne will be recognized at the AAFCS Annual Conference

in June in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and we could not be more proud or grateful to her

for allowing us the opportunity to celebrate someone so deserving! 

I am excited about the future of our profession and our organization under the

leadership of Dr. Tracey Brigman as your 2024-2025 GAFCS President. Her field

expertise, passion for the profession, and leadership skills will serve her well in this role

and I look forward to supporting her as she takes us into this next year! Thank you all

for your dedication to this special organization and I hope that your Betty Lamp

continues to burn brightly for the Georgia Association of Family and Consumer

Sciences! 
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I  a m  h o n o r e d  a n d  h u m b l e d  b y  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f
m y  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A A F C S   D i s t i n g u i s h e d
S e r v i c e  A w a r d  w h i c h  I  r e c e i v e d  i n  J u n e  a t  t h e
A A F C S  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s .   T h e
f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  g r a c i o u s  l e t t e r s  a r e
v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l  t o  m e .   I  g i v e  t h a n k s  t o  m y
o u t s t a n d i n g  D S A  T e a m  o f  D o n  B o w e r ,  K a r e n
J o n e s  a n d  J u n e  T h o m a s  w h o  g u i d e d  t h e  y e a r -
l o n g  p r o c e s s .   I  w a s  p r o u d  t o  w e a r  t h e  l o v e l y
c o r s a g e  o f  r e a l  d r i e d  r o s e s  c r e a t e d  b y  H a r r i l e e n
C o n n o r ;  e n j o y e d  r e a d i n g  t h e  B o o k  o f  L e t t e r s ;
a n d  t r e a s u r e  k e e p s a k e s  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  a  D S A
m e d a l  a n d  g l a s s  a w a r d  p l a t e .   T H A N K  Y O U  V E R Y
M U C H ! ! !

 AAFCS DSA THANK YOU FROM
JOANNE CAVIS, CFCS

If you would still like to donate to Joanne’s DSA Fund, you can do to
https://www.aafcs.org/donate and make the donations online. 
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GAFCS Annual Conference Recap
We are thrilled to share the success of our annual conference in April. Here’s a glimpse into the
highlights that made it such as success:

From thought provoking sessions to panel discussions, our lineup of sessions was curated to
inspire, educate, and empower. Attendees heard from a variety of speakers including TV
personality Rebecca Lang, post secondary update participants Dean Z (UGA), Dr Francine Hollis
(Fort Valley Statue University), and Dr. Beth McGee (Georgia Southern University), Legislative Aide
panelists (Representative Houston Gaines, Lisa Shirreffs, Deesha Hagwood, and Lindsey Lee), UGA
FACS Assistant Professor Dr. Sha’Mira Covington, and media personality Skye Estroff. Sarah
Catherine Fowler led a student unit session with several undergraduate students from around the
state.

S U M M E R  2 0 2 4 3

by Tracey Brigman, GAFCS President-Elect

Legislative Aide panel featuring
Representative Houston Gaines, Lisa

Shirreffs, Deesha Hagwood, and
Lindsey Lee

Guest Speaker
Rebecca Lang

Poster Sessions Presenters 
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In addition to our speakers, attendees had an opportunity to network throughout the day. During our
annual business meeting, the following officers and appointed officers were installed:
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GAFCS Annual Conference Recap
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by Tracey Brigman, GAFCS President-Elect

A P P O I N T E D  O F F I C E R S

D r .  C a r a  S i m m o n s , N o m i n a t i n g
C o m m i t t e e  

V i d a  S z a b a t ,  N o m i n a t i n g
C o m m i t t e e ,  C h a i r  

M e g a n  P a l m e r ,  N o m i n a t i n g
C o m m i t t e e  

M e g a n  P r e s l e y ,  N o m i n a t i n g
C o m m i t t e e  

S a r a h  C a t h e r i n e  F o w l e r ,  S t u d e n t
U n i t  A d v i s o r

A s h l e i g h  G e u r i n ,  C o u n s e l o r

As we reflect on the success of this year's conference, we're already setting our sights on the
future. Plans are underway to build upon this momentum, incorporating feedback and ideas to

make next year's event even more impactful.
In closing, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to the success of our

annual conference. Your passion, enthusiasm, and unwavering support inspire us to push the
boundaries of what's possible. Here's to many more years of innovation, connection, and shared

success!

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d
P r e s i d e n t -  T r a c e y  B r i g m a n

P r e s i d e n t  E l e c t -  K e n a  T o r b e r t
P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t -  V a c a n t

R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t -  K a r e n  J o n e s  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s -  D J  Y o u n g b l o o d  a n d  K r i s t e n  H a n k i n s  

P u b l i c  P o l i c y  -  J o a n n e  C a v i s  a n d  J e n n a  B l a c k  
M e m b e r s h i p -  H e l e n  C a r t e r

A w a r d s  a n d  R e c o g n i t i o n -  V i c k i e  R u n d b a k e n  
S e c r e t a r y -  J u n e  T h o m a s

T r e a s u r e r -  D o n  B o w e r  a n d  C a r m e n  P e d e r s e n



A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 2 3 3

The Annual Business Meeting was led by outgoing GAFCS President, Ashleigh Geurin
and included review of officer and committee reports, association budget, and
revisions to the bylaws and handbook. Vickie Rundbaken, Vice President for Awards
and Recognition, presented awards to the following recipients in recognition of
their achievements: 

O U T S T A N D I N G  F C S
P R O F E S S I O N A L

A W A R D –  D R .  C A R M E N
P E D E R S E N

G r a d u a t e  S c h o l a r s h i p :  

G r a c i e  P o t t s

S p i r i t  o f  G i v i n g  S c h o l a r s h i p :

S a r a  D o s t e r

T C  T r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  S c h o l a r s h i p :

L i l l i a n  G a r d n e r

J u l i u s  B e n t o n  A w a r d :   D J  Y o u n g b l o o d

O u t s t a n d i n g  F C S  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A w a r d :

D r .  C a r m e n  P e d e r s e n

N e w  A c h i e v e r s  A w a r d :

S a r a  C a t h e r i n e  F o w l e r

G A F C S  L e a d e r  A w a r d :   J a c k i e  O g d e n

F r i e n d s  o f  G A F C S :  G r a d y  T h o m a s

S P I R I T  O F  G I V I N G
S C H O L A R S H I P  –  S A R A

D O S T E R

GAFCS Annual Conference Awards
Submitted by: Vickie Rundbaken 
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N E W  A C H I E V E R S
A W A R D –  S A R A

C A T H E R I N E
F O W L E R

G R A D U A T E
S C H O L A R S H I P  -
G R A C I E  P O T T S

G A F C S  L E A D E R
A W A R D  –

J A C K I E  O G D E N

F R I E N D S  O F
G A F C S  –  

G R A D Y  T H O M A S
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GAFCS Annual Conference Awards
Submitted by: Vickie Rundbaken 
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D u r i n g  t h e  a w a r d s  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  s e s s i o n ,  m e m b e r s h i p  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w e r e
a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a d  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  a c t i v e
m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  5 ,  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  4 0 ,  a n d  5 0  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .  
•  5  y e a r s :  R e b e c c a  H a r d e m a n ,  A s h l e i g h  G e u r i n ,  R o l a n d a  W i l l i n g h a m
•  1 0  y e a r s  ( B r o n z e  L e v e l ) :  G i n g e r  C h a s t i n e ,  B r e n d a  S a l t e r ,  L i l l i a m  M i t c h e l l
•  4 5  Y e a r s :  J u n e  T h o m a s  
•  5 0  Y e a r s  ( G o l d  C i r c l e ) :  D o n  B o w e r

Ashleigh Geurin earning her 5 years of
membership 

June Thomas earning her 45 years of
membership 

Dr. Don Bower earning his 50 years of
membership and entering into the

Golden Circle

G A F C S  P R E S E N T E D  S A V A N N A  T A Y L O R ,  A
S T U D E N T  A T  B A C O N  C O U N T Y  H I G H

S C H O O L ,  W I T H  A  C E R T I F I C A T E  F O R  T H E
$ 1 , 0 0 0  G E O R G I A  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  F A M I L Y
A N D  C O N S U M E R  S C I E N C E S  S C H O L A R S H I P .
T H I S  P R E S E N T A T I O N  W A S  D O N E  D U R I N G

T H E  G E O R G I A  F A M I L Y ,  C A R E E R  A N D
C O M M U N I T Y  L E A D E R S  O F  A M E R I C A  S T A T E
L E A D E R S H I P  C O N F E R E N C E  R E C O G N I T I O N

S E S S I O N  O N  M A R C H  2 0 ,  2 0 2 5 .  

GAFCS Scholarship
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T h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F a m i l y  a n d  C o n s u m e r  S c i e n c e s
( A A F C S )  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a  i n  J u n e
o f  2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  s e r v e d  a s  a  p i v o t a l  g a t h e r i n g  f o r
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  F a m i l y  a n d  C o n s u m e r  S c i e n c e s
( F C S )  a n d  a  n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f e l l o w  G e o r g i a n s .
A t t e n d e e s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  c o n v e r g e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n  w o r k s h o p s  a i m e d  a t  a d v a n c i n g  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a n d
a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  F C S  e d u c a t i o n .

C e l e b r a t o r y  m o m e n t s  w e r e  a b u n d a n t  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,
w i t h  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a w a r d s  r e c o g n i z i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  D o n  B o w e r  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r
h i s  5 0  y e a r s  m e m b e r s h i p  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  J o a n n e  C a v i s
w a s  h o n o r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e
A w a r d ,  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  h e r  e x e m p l a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  i m p a c t
w i t h i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  D J  Y o u n g b l o o d  w a s
n a m e d  G e o r g i a  A f f i l i a t e  T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r .  L o o k i n g
t o w a r d s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  D r .  C a r a
S i m m o n s  a n d  M e n i a  C h e s t e r  w e r e  s w o r n  i n  a s  u p c o m i n g
o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  n o t  o n l y  c e l e b r a t e d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  b u t  a l s o
p r o v i d e d  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r
s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h  a  d i v e r s e  r a n g e  o f  w o r k s h o p s .
T o p i c s  r a n g e d  f r o m  i n n o v a t i v e  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  t o
l e a d e r s h i p  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e q u i p p i n g  a t t e n d e e s  w i t h  t o o l s  t o
e x c e l  i n  t h e i r  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  b e y o n d .
O n e  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ' s  f o c a l  p o i n t s  w a s  t h e  A d v o c a c y
C o h o r t  w o r k s h o p ,  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  d i l i g e n t l y  p r e p a r e d
s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  F C S  e d u c a t i o n .  

AAFCS Annual Conference Recap
Submitted by: DJ Youngblood, CNWE 
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Georgia Delegation after the Opening Session

Don Bower receiving his 50 year
pin with other members and

AAFCS President

Above the Betty Lamp lighting
ceremony. Below DJ Youngblood
presenting during the Curriculum

Showcase. 

Joanne Cavis and Georgia
Delegation at the Distinguished

Service Award Celebration
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     Your GAFCS Executive Board voted to apply for the first year Advocacy

Grant Pilot Program in February, it was accepted in March and we began

attending Advocacy Cohort meetings in April and May, then continued

with three June training sessions in Minneapolis.  

    GAFCS Advocacy Cohort co-chairs are Jackie Ogden (jogden@uga.edu)

and Joanne Cavis (JSCavis@gmail.com). We will be meeting monthly with

policy makers throughout the state. Teams of two-to-four will lead each

group beginning in July. The focus will be on (1) increasing the visibility of

Family and Consumer Sciences and our role in solving complex societal

problems, and (2) the affordability and availability of quality child care.  

    We need all GAFCS members and their like-minded networks to be

involved in this Advocacy program. . . Numbers make a difference. . .

Please join us today!!! Contact either Jackie or Joanne. For more

information, please go to the AAFCS.org website and click on Advocacy

program. There is a lot to see and use.

AAFCS Advocacy Update
Submitted by: Joanne S. Cavis, CFCS 

A A F C S  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 7  P I L O T
A D V O C A C Y  P R O G R A M

C O H O R T
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mailto:jogden@uga.edu
mailto:JSCavis@gmail.com
https://www.aafcs.org/resources/advocacy
https://www.aafcs.org/resources/advocacy


Georgia FCCLA  Update
Submitted by: Dr. Carmen Pedersen, CFCS

G e o r g i a  F C C L A  i s  t h e  C a r e e r  a n d
T e c h n i c a l  S t u d e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F a m i l y  a n d  C o n s u m e r
S c i e n c e s .  T a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  a c t i v e
i n v o l v e m e n t  G e o r g i a  F C C L A  p r o v i d e s  t o
o u r  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  m e m b e r s ,
a l u m n i ,  a n d  a d v i s e r s .  

F C C L A  e n c o u r a g e s  F A C S  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
d u r i n g  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  a n d  b e y o n d .

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  N u m b e r s :
A f f i l i a t e d  C h a p t e r  M e m b e r s -  2 4 , 3 8 9
A f f i l i a t e d  C h a p t e r s -  2 7 7
N a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e  ( J u l y  i n  S e a t t l e ,
W a s h i n g t o n )  -  R e s u l t s  i n  F a l l / W i n t e r  N e w s l e t t e r
2 0 2 4  S t a t e  L e a d e r s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e ,  A t h e n s ,  G A  

S . T . A . R .  E v e n t  C o m p e t i t o r s  -  5 1 8  s t u d e n t s
S t a t e  E v e n t  C o m p e t i t o r s  -  2 3 7  s t u d e n t s  
S t a t e s m e n  T e s t e r s  -  2 8 9  s t u d e n t s
O n l i n e  P r o f i c i e n c y  T e s t e r s  -  1 8 5  s t u d e n t s
T o t a l  A t t e n d e e s :  1 8 8 2

S t u d e n t s  -  1 5 9 7
A d v i s e r s  -  2 8 5
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2024 AAFCS Leadership Summit -
Kansas City, MO 

September 20-23, 2024

2025 AAFCS Annual Conference-
Kansas City, MO 
June 25-28, 2025

Upcoming Events
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2025 Day at the Capitol
Thursday, February 13, 2025


