YEQI ZHU
Email: yz40702@uga.edu | Phone: (585) 260‑5738 
EDUCATION
University of Georgia, College of Family and Consumer Science	Athens, GA
Doctor of Philosophy in Financial Planning, Housing and Consumer Economics	August 2024 - Present
· Major: Financial Planning
· Advisor: Dr. Lu Fan
· GPA:4.0/4.0
· Coursework: Advanced Financial Planning, Family Tax Planning, Wealth Management
University of Rochester, Simon Business School	Rochester, NY
Master of Science in Finance	December 2023
· Major: Finance
· GPA:3.84/4.0 | Rank: Top 5%
· Coursework: Quantitative Finance with Python, Investments, Financial Statement Analysis with Data Analytics
Nanjing Tech University	Nanjing, China
Bachelor of Economics	June 2022
· Major: Finance
· GPA: 3.92/4.0 | Rank: 1/70 | Outstanding Graduate
· Undergraduate Thesis: Impact of Green Finance on Transformation and Upgrading of Heavy Industry in Jiangsu Province (Outstanding Thesis)
RESEARCH INTEREST
Financial Well-being, Financial Anxiety, Fintech Adoption, Financial Decision-making	
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Mobile Fintech Usage, Financial Knowledge, and Consumers’ Exposure to Financial Fraud	University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Author (Co-author: Dr. Lu Fan)	August 2025 – Present
· Investigated whether individuals’ mobile fintech usage is associated with their probability of perceiving financial fraud and scam exposure and the actual financial loss due to fraud.
· Used the data from the 2024 National Financial Capability Study (NFCS) for statistical analysis, developed the manuscript, and provided relevant suggestions for consumers, financial practitioners, and policymakers.
· Accepted for oral presentation, and won the Student/Young Professional Conference Scholarship Award at ACCI 2026 Annual Conference, April 13–15, Long Beach, CA.
Buy Now, Pay Later: A Roadblock to Financial Well-being	University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Author (Co-author: Dr. Lu Fan)	March 2025 – Present
· Examined the relationship between Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL) and financial well-being, and tested whether this relationship was mediated by short-term financial mismanagement and long-term financial planning behavior.
· Used the data from the 2023 Survey of Household Economics and Decisionmaking (SHED), developed the manuscript, and provided relevant suggestions for consumers, financial practitioners, and policymakers.
· Presented at 2025 AFCPE Symposium and submitted to a peer-reviewed journal.
· Received the 2025 AFCPE Outstanding Student Research Paper.
Impact of Green Finance on Transformation and Upgrading	Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing, China
of Heavy Industry in Jiangsu Province	January 2022 – June 2022
Undergraduate Thesis (Advisor: Dr. Lei Zhuang)	
· Built an economic model using Stata with panel data from 13 prefecture-level cities in Jiangsu Province.
· Demonstrate that green finance can promote industrial upgrading and proposed policy implications for sustainable development.
· Received Outstanding Student Thesis at the university-level.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Peer Review for Journals	Athens, GA
	October 2025 – Present
· Journal of Consumer Affairs (2026.2 – Present)
· Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning
· Journal of Family and Economic Issues
Peer Review for Conferences	Athens, GA
	October 2025 – November 2025
· American Council on Consumer Interests

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Graduate Teaching & Research Assistant	Athens, GA
Wealth Management, Introduction to Personal Finance	Fall 2024 – Present
· Conducted 1-on-1 online and in-person tutoring for undergraduate students who sought assistance with courses.
· Providing a guest lecture in FYO1001 (First-Year Odyssey Seminar) on Buy Now, Pay Later and Credit Cards.
Teaching Assistant	Rochester, NY
Corporate Financial Accounting, Core Stats for MS Using Python	Fall 2023
· Conducted peer-to-peer tutoring for fellow students who sought assistance with courses using the university’s tutoring site on an appointment basis.
· Coordinated meeting logistics with fellow students to ensure effective tutoring sessions.
INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE
Shu Lun Pan (BDO Nanjing Section)	Nanjing, China
Audit Assistant Intern	March 2022 – May 2022
· Gathered cashflow data of audited company with 4 different national banks and examined if illegal transactions occurred.
· Performed random audit voucher checks on a Nanjing company in 4 areas, and communicated with colleagues in Hong Kong section, completing process 7 days ahead of schedule.
· Created and proposed plans for judging innovation level of listed companies using 2 methods, leveraging compound annual growth rate of profits.
Hai Tong Securities Suzhou Business Department	Suzhou, China
Trading Assistant Intern	March 2021 – April 2021
· Performed data cleaning on spot and future assets; calculated daily profits and loss.
· Set up Excel sheet using digital pivot table function to generate automatic predictions on profit and loss with given data, providing investors quick access to the latest investment information.
· Produced a comprehensive report on the feasibility of collaborating with Shanghai Stock Exchange from 4 aspects, made presentation, and contributed to critical data gathering.
AWARDS & HONORS
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]2026 ACCI Student/Young Professional Conference Scholarship Award	2026
2025 AFCPE Outstanding Student Research Paper	2025
Virginia Wilbanks Kilgore Scholarship, University of Georgia	2024
Dean’s List, University of Rochester (2 semesters)	2022 – 2023
National Scholarship for College Students, Nanjing Tech University	2018 – 2019
CERTIFICATIONS
Securities Industry Essentials (SIE) 	2026
SKILLS
· Language: Chinese/Mandarin (Native), English (Proficient), Japanese (Entry), Korean (Entry)
· Technology: Python, Stata, R, SPSS, Mplus, SAS, MATLAB, EViews, MS Office (Excel, Word, PowerPoint)
