	
	
	



Education
Ph.D. Human Development and Family Science						2025
	University of Georgia, Athens, GA
M.S. Educational Psychology								2010
Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA
B.S. Child Development									2005
	Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL


Research Experience
Georgia Center for Developmental Science, University of Georgia			Feb 2025 – present
Center Research Coordinator:
Main objective is to provide support directly to center directorship, affiliate researchers, project coordinators, and staff. To do so, I leverage almost 20 years of experience working on numerous and varied research projects to bring expertise in research implementation, data management, IRB processes, grant development and submission practices, knowledge of human subjects interaction and assessment, observational methodologies, and budget management.
Joint Engagement Rating Inventory Expert Observer Trainer				2018 – present
Consultant:										
· Dissertation Support, Wayne State University					(Spring 2025 – Spring 2026)
Doctoral Candidate, Emma Gimenez DeGeorge
· Multisensory Tangible Technologies for Inclusive Collaborative Play between Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder and Their Neurotypical Peers, Hamad Bin Khalifa University			(Fall 2024 – ongoing)
Qatar National Research Fund, PI, Dr. Mohamad Hassan Fadi Hijab
· Language Development in Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Children			(Jul 2023 – ongoing)
NIDCD R01DC014956, PI, Derek Houston; Project Lead, Carrie Davenport
· Research and Education for Autism in Children (REACH), Kennedy Krieger Institute	(Summer 2019, 2024)
Center for Autism and Related Disorders, PI, Rebecca Landa
· Infant Predictors of ADHD and ASD Symptomology, 					(Aug 2022 – Mar 2023)
NICHD 1F31HD108920-01, PI, Alexis Federico
· BEER parent training for early autism intervention					(Jan – May 2021)
Karakter, SCOPE Project, PI, Michelle Snijder
· Tailoring treatment targets for early autism intervention in Africa, 			(Oct 2019 – Aug 2020)
NIH, NIMH R21MH1206996, PI, Lauren Franz	
· PACE Coaching Project, University of British Columbia				(Apr – May 2019)
Ministry of Children and Family Development Award, PI, Pat Mirenda
· Understanding and potentially treating ASD-ADHD combination, Duke		(Aug 2018 – Dec 2019)
2017 Autism Center of Excellence Center Grant, NIH, co-PIs, Geraldine Dawson and Scott Kollins	
· Connecting the Dots, Drexel								(Apr 2018 – ongoing)
 2017 Autism Center of Excellence Network Grant, NIH, PI, Diana Robins
· Caregiver Skills Training, World Health Organization					(Mar – May 2018)
Human Development Research Foundation, Usman Hamdani and Erica Salomone
Social Determinants of Child Development, HDFS, University of Georgia  July 2020 – May 2025
Research Specialist:
· The role of fathering in the language development among young, low-income 	(2020 – 2025)
African American and Latino children
PI, Margaret Caughy
Developmental Observation Lab, Psychology, Georgia State University	 May 2011 – June 2020
Research Coordinator:
· The development of auditory joint engagement					(2014 – 2020)
NIH, NICHD R01HD035612, PI, Lauren Adamson 
· Early detection of autism in toddlers, 						(2018 – 2019)
NIH, NICHD R01HD039961, PI, Diana Robins 
· The development of joint engagement after infancy					(2011 – 2014)
NIH, NICHD R01HD035612, PI, Lauren Adamson 
· Biological bases of the development of joint attention 				(2014 – 2015)            PI, William Hopkins
Master Rater:
· Quality of early mother-child communication and language outcome in low-income Hispanic children 
NIH, NICHD R01-HD086832, PI, Margaret Caughy					(2016 – 2019)
· Engaged communication for language learning 					(2014 – 2015)
PI, Kathy Hirsh-Pasek
Reading Lab, Psychology, Georgia State University			Oct 2007 – May 2011; Spring 2014 
Cognitive Development Specialist:
· Neurocognitive bases for treatment resistance in developmental dyslexia 		(Spring 2014)	
NIH, NICHD P01HD070837, PI, Robin Morris
· Multiple component remediation for struggling middle school readers 		(2008 –2011)
IES R324G060005, PI, Robin Morris
· Evaluating the effectiveness of reading interventions for students with mild mental retardation 
IES H324K040007, PI, Rose Sevcik							(2007 – 2010)
Center for the Study of Adult Literacy, Educational Psychology, Georgia State University 	(2005 – 2008)
Psychometrist, Staff-Instructor, Graduate Research Assistant:
· Research on reading instruction for low literate adults		
NIH, NICHD HD043801, PI, Daphne Greenberg

Instructional Experience
Course Development:
	HDFS 8950 Data Management: Concept to Pre-Analysis
Instructor:
· Co-teacher, HDFS8950 Data Management						(Fall 2022)
Guest Lecturer:
	HDFS 8800 Quantitative Methods in Human Development and Family Science	(Spring 2023)
				                             
Publications
Peer-reviewed
Harriman, A., Taylor, R. M., Allen, K., Morton, L., Pinson, N., Suma, K., Caughy, M. O. (submitted). Academic adjustment in Black and Hispanic children: A positive youth development perspective. Journal of Research on Adolescence
Caughy, M. O., Suma, K., Owen, M. T., Rojas, R., & Bakeman, R. (under review). Mothering and fathering: Similarities and differences related to family cultural context. Infancy

Suma, K., & Caughy, M. O. (in preparation). Impact to implications: Considerations for Maternal Education. 
Reck, A., Holley, L., Bower, K., Whitaker, S., Hall, C., Brown, C., Berg, A., Alvarado, C., Bales, D., Suma, K., Fowler, K., Geier, C., & Oshri, A. (in printing). Building trust in rural communities: Recruitment and retention strategies in developmental science. Frontiers in Public Health.
Suma, K., & Caughy, M. O. (2024). Lens, tone, and bias: A systematic review of parenting behavior in early interaction studies. Journal of Child and Family Studies. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-024-02918-8
Suma, K., Morton, L., Allen, K., & Caughy, M. O. (2024). Actively Changing the Narrative: An Exploration of Culturally Grounded Parenting and Social Skills. Infant Mental Health Journal, http://doi.org/10.1002/imhj.22137
Suma, K., Caughy, M. O., Bakeman, R., Washington, J., Murray, B. K., & Owen, M. T. (2024). Active Direction in parenting: A new observational measuring of African American parenting style. Infant Behavior and Development, 76. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infbeh.2024.101955
Settanni, M., Suma, K., Adamson, L., McConachie, H., Servili, C., & Salomone, E. (2023). Treatment mechanism of the WHO Caregiver Skills Training intervention for autism delivered in community settings. Autism Research. https://doi.org/10.1002/aur.3058
Morton, L., Anderson, L., Caughy, M. O., Osborne, K., Suma, K., & Little, T. (2023). Changes in ethnic identity in middle childhood: Family and neighborhood determinants. The Journal of Early Adolescence. https://doi.org/10.1177/02724316231182292
Pace, A., Rojas, R., Bakeman, R., Adamson, L. B., Tamis-LeMonda, C. S., Caughy, M. O., Owen, M. T., & Suma, K. (2022). A longitudinal study of language use during early mother-child interactions in Spanish-speaking families experiencing poverty. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 65(1), 303-319. https://doi.org/10.1044/2021_JSLHR-21-00329
Salomone, E., Settanni, M., McConachie, H., Suma, K., Ferrara, F., Foletti, G., Salandin, A., WHO CST Team, Servili, C., & Adamson, L. (2021). Pilot randomized controlled trial of WHO Caregiver Skills Training in public health services in Italy. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-021-05297-x
Adamson, L. A., Caughy, M. O., Bakeman, R., Rojas, R., Owen, M. T., Tamis-LeMonda, C. S., Pacheco, D., Pace, A., & Suma, K. (2021) The quality of mother-toddler communication predicts language and early literacy in low-income Mexican American children. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 56(3), 167-179. https://doi.org/10/1016/j.ecresq.2021.03.006
Adamson, L. A., Suma, K., Bakeman, R., Kellerman, A., & Robins, D. L. (2021). Auditory joint attention skills: Development and diagnostic differences during infancy. Infant Behavior and Development, 63. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infbeh.2021.101560 
Adamson, L. A., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., & Robins, D. L. (2020). Autism adversely affects auditory joint engagement during parent-toddler interactions. Autism Research. https://dx.doi.org/10.1002/aur.2355
Tamis-LeMonda, C., Caughy, M., Rojas, R., Bakeman, R., Pacheco, D., Owen, M., Adamson, L.B., Suma, K., & Pace, A. (2019). Culture, parenting, and language: Respeto in Latine mother-child interactions. Social Development, 0, 1-24. https://doi.org/10.1111/sode.12430
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., & Robins, D.L. (2019). Sharing Sounds: The development of auditory joint engagement during early parent-child interaction. Developmental Psychology, 55(12). https://doi.org/10.1037/dev0000822.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., & Robins, D.L. (2019). An expanded view of joint attention: Skill, engagement, and language in typical development and autism.  Child Development, 90, e1-e18. https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12973
Suma, K., Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Robins, D.L., & Abrams, D.N. (2016). After early autism diagnosis:  Changes in intervention and parent-child interaction. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 46, 2720-2733. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-016-2808-3
Hirsh-Pasek, K., Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Owen, M.T., Golinkoff, R.M., Pace, A., Yust, P.K.S., & Suma, K., (2015). The contribution of early communication quality to low-income children’s language success. Psychological Science, 26 (7), 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1177/0956797615581493

Invited Commentary
Bakeman, R. & Suma, K. (2022). Joint engagement as a triadic state and joint attention as an infant skill shared by humans and chimpanzees [Commentary on the article “Joint attention in human and chimpanzee infants in varied socio-ecological contexts”]. Monograph Matters. https://monographmatters.srcd.org/2022/03/30/commentary-bakemansuma-86-4/

Self-published Technical Reports from the Developmental Observation Laboratory, Psychology, GSU.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Suma, K. (2024). The Joint Engagement Rating Inventory (Technical Report 25, 2nd ed.). Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Suma, K. (2018). The joint engagement rating inventory (JERI): Adaptation for the study of Quality of Early Mother-Child Communication and Language Outcome in Low-Income Hispanic Children (Technical Report 25b). Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Suma, K. (2018). The joint engagement rating inventory (JERI): Adaptation for the Duke Center for Autism and Brain Development ACE Project (Technical Report 25f). Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Suma, K. (2018). The joint engagement rating inventory (JERI): Adaptation for the Connecting the Dots ACE project (Technical Report 25e).  Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Suma, K. (2018). The joint engagement rating inventory (JERI): Adaptation for WHO project on Caregiver Skills Training Programme for Families of Children with Developmental Disorders or Delays (Technical Report 25d). Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA. 
Suma, K., Adamson, L.B., & Bakeman, R. (2017, October). Training and Reliability Procedures for the Joint Engagement Rating Inventory (JERI); Technical Report 27.
Adamson, L.B., Suma, K., Kellerman, A.M., Bakeman, R., Hasni, A. & Vogt, S.E. (2016, November). Coding the Communication Play Protocol-Auditory (CPP-A): Technical Report 23.
Adamson, L.B., Williamson, R., Hasni, A., & Suma, K. (2016, July). Social understanding tasks for the development of auditory joint engagement project: Technical Report 22.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., Kellerman, A.M., & Brandon, B. (2015, January). Communication Play Protocol- Auditory (CPP-A): Technical Report 20.
Adamson, L.B., Kellerman, A.M., Suma, K., Hasni, A. (2015, January). Auditory and Multimodal Joint Attention Skills Assessment (JASA): Technical Report 21. 

Presentations
Suma, K. (accepted). Culturally sensitive measurement in Black American households: How to move forward on a broken wheel [Conversation roundtable]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference 2025.
Suma, K. (accepted). Exploring how research use a deficit lens in reports of observed parenting behavior [Poster submission]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference 2025.
Poleon, R. B., Suma, K., & Caughy, M. O. (accepted). Generational differences in Active Direction parenting behaviors in African American families [Poster submission]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference 2025.
Davenport, C., Suma, K., Smolden, E., Bourque, R., Romain, P., & Houston, D. (accepted). Quality of early parent-child interaction and spoken language outcomes in deaf/hard-of-hearing children [Poster submission]. Early Hearing Detection & Intervention Conference 2025. 
Suma, K., Caughy, M., Washington, J. A. (2023, March). Active direction represents a culturally-anchored approach to parenting for African American parents [Poster presentation]. International Conference for Psychological Science, Brussels, Belgium. 
Salamone, E., Settanni, M., Suma, K., Servili, C., McConachie, H., & Adamson, L. B. (2022, May). Treatment mechanism of the WHO Caregiver Skills Training [Paper presentation]. International Society for Autism Research, Austin, TX. Ad hoc presenter
Browngoehl, A., Zitter, A., Wieckowski, A. T., Suma, K., Bakeman, R., Adamson, L. B., & Robins, R. L. (2021, May). Joint engagement experiences are associated with communication skills and autism severity in toddlers with ASD [Poster presentation]. International Society for Autism Research, virtual.
Salomone, E., Suma, K. (presenter), Settanni, M., Ferrara, F., Foletti, G., & Servili, C. (2021, April). Measuring caregiver-child interactions in early intervention for neurodevelopmental disorders: The JERI – WHO adaptation [Paper presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference, virtual.
Caughy, M., Tamis-Lemonda, C., Rojas, R., Bakeman, R., Adamson, L., Pacheco, D., Owen, M., Suma, K., & Pace, A. (2021, April). Culture, parenting, and language: Respeto in Latinx mother-child interactions [Paper presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference, virtual.
Suma, K., Caughy, M., Owen, M., & Tamis-Lamonda, C. (2021, April). Respeto, not parenting style, in Latino mother-child interactions [Poster presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference, virtual. 
Morton, L., Anderson, L., Suma, K., Osborne, K., Walsdorf, A., Owen, M., & Caughy, M. (2021, April) Examining the influence of contextual factors on parent’s cultural socialization and Black and Latinx children’s ethnic identity development [Poster presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Conference, virtual.
Morton, L., Anderson, L. A., Suma, K., Osborne, K., Walsdorf, A., Owen, M., Caughy, M. O. (2020, November). Examining the moderating effects of racial socialization on the relationship between neighborhoods and identity development in Black and Latino youth [Poster presentation]. National Council on Family Relations, Annual Conference, virtual. 
Suma, K., Caughy, M. O., Owen, M. T., Tamis-Lamonda, C., S. (2020). Culturally relevant parenting practices: Measuring respeto instead of style [Poster presentation]. SRCD 2020 Special Topic Meeting: Construction of the ‘Other’: Development, Consequences, and Applied Implications of Prejudice and Discrimination, Rio Grande, Puerto Rico.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., & Robins, D.L. (2019). Autism adversely affects toddlers’ joint engagement with sounds, especially speech [Poster presentation]. International Meeting for Autism Research, Montreal, Canada.
Salomone, E., Settanni, M., Ferrara, F., Foletti, G., Servili, C., Suma, K., Bakeman, R., & Adamson, L. (2019, April). ‘Play as you do at home’ at Using the WHO adapted joint engagement rating inventory (JERI) to measure caregiver-child interaction [Poster retracted]. International Meeting for Autism Research, Montreal, Canada.
Bradley, T.R., Adamson, L.B., Suma, K. (2018, April). Social referencing behavior to sounds in 12, 15, and 18-month-old infants [Poster presented]. Georgia State University Undergrad Research Conference, Atlanta, GA.
Bradley, T.R., Adamson, L.B., Suma, K. (2018, April). Social referencing behavior to sounds in toddlers with developmental delay and typical development [Poster presented]. Language and Literacy Day Seminar Presentation, Atlanta, GA.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., & Robins, D.L. (2017, May). How beginning to speak alters early parent-child interactions in autism [Poster presentation]. International Meeting for Autism Research, San Francisco, CA.
LaBarrie, D.L., Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Suma, K. (2017, April). How toddlers with and without autism share music with their parents [Poster presentation]. Georgia State University Undergrad Research Conference, Atlanta, GA.
Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., Suma, K., & Robins, D.L. (2017, April). Auditory joint engagement: Autism affects how toddlers share sounds during parent-child interactions [Poster presentation]. Society for Research Development in Child Research, Biennial Conference. 
Suma, K., Kellerman, A.M., Vogt, S.E., Bakeman, R., & Adamson, L.B. (2016, May). Assessing auditory joint attention skills in toddlers [Poster presentation]. International Conference on Infant Studies, Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA.
Vogt, S.E., Suma, K., Bakeman, R., & Adamson, L.B. (2016, May). Auditory responding to joint attention skills and language in toddlers with autism, other developmental difficulties, and typical development [Poster presentation]. International Society for Autism Research, Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD. 
Adamson, L. B., Bakeman, R., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Owen, M., Golinkoff, R. M. & Suma, K., (2015, March). A strong communication foundation at two prepares lower-class children for language success at three. In K. Hirsh-Pasek (Chair), Where’s the Gap in the 30-million Word Gap? Quality Interactions Predict Language Success for Low Income Children [Symposium presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Biennial Meeting. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Hirsh-Pasek, K., Adamson, L.B., Pace, A., Owen, M. T., Bakeman, R., Golinkoff, R.M., Yust, P., Sheline, L., Reed, J., Toub, T., Suma, K., & Cadle, C. (2014, October). Beyond the 30-million-word gap: Building a communication foundation is essential for early language [Paper presentation]. White House Conference on the 30-Million Word Gap, Washington D.C.
Suma, K., Adamson, L.B., Bakeman, R., & Robins, D.L. (2014, May). The impact of intervention on parent-child communication following early ASD screening [Poster presentation]. Society for Autism Research, Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA.
Kellerman, A., Hasni, A.A., Suma, K., Bakeman, R., & Adamson, L.B. (2014, April). Do children with ASD share sounds?  Poster presented at Brains and Behavior Spring Retreat, Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA. 
Suma, K., Adamson, L.B., Robins, D.L., & Bakeman, R. (2012, November). Early intervention before and after ASD screening [Poster presentation]. American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA. 
Service
Presentations
Suma, K. (chair), Adamson, L. B. (discussant) (2021, April) Placing observations of joint engagement in cultural contexts [Symposium]. Society for Research on Child Development, virtual.
Adamson, L.B. & Suma, K. (2016, November). First meeting for the “Quality of early mother-child communication and language outcome in low-income Hispanic children” grant [Training presentation]. Dallas, TX.
Ad Hoc Reviewer
Applied Developmental Science
Autism and Developmental Language Impairments
Review Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders
Conference Submission Reviewer
International Meeting for the Society on Autism Research 
Society for Research on Child Development
External Dissertation Reviewer
	Minka Ndlovu, University of Cape Town

Professional Memberships
Association for Psychological Science (2022 – current)
National Council on Family Relations (2020 – current)
Society for Research in Child Development (2015 – current) 
International Society for Autism Research (2016 – 2022)
American Speech-Language Hearing Association 

Assessments Administered 
	Katharine A. Da Luz
katieannedaluz@gmail.com (404)805-2830
	
	
	




	
	
	



Suma 4
Boston Naming Test
Childhood Autism Rating Scales
Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing
Expressive Vocabulary Test
Joint Attention Skills Assessment 
Mullen Scales of Early Learning 
Peabody Picture Vocabulary 
Sensory Experiences Questionnaire
Sensory Profile
Test of Pragmatic Language
Vineland-II Adaptive Behavior Scales
Woodcock Johnson Reading Cluster 

Honors and Awards

Department of Human Development and Family Sciences Travel Award, UGA			Spring 2025
Graduate School Travel Award, UGA								Spring 2025
Graduate School Travel Award, UGA							              Spring 2023
Emily Quinn and J. W. Joe Pou Scholarship							2022 - 2023
Karen R. Davis Scholarship, College of Human Development and Family Studies, UGA		2020 - 2021
College of Family and Consumer Sciences Travel Award. UGA					Spring 2020
Department of Human Development and Family Sciences Travel Award				Spring 2020
Virginia Wilbanks Kilgore Scholarship, College of Family and Consumer Sciences, UGA		2019-2020
College of Arts and Sciences Staff Development Award, GSU		 			Spring 2019
College of Arts and Sciences Staff Development Award, GSU					Spring 2017
College of Arts and Sciences Staff Development Award, GSU					Spring 2015
Graduated Cum Laude, FSU									2005
Golden Key Honor’s Society									2005	
National Society of Collegiate Scholars 								2004 - 2005
Phi Sigma Theta National Honors Society 							2004 - 2005
Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society 									2005	
Florida State President’s List 									Spring 2005
Florida State Dean’s List 									2003-2004

	
	
	



