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Education
 The University of Georgia, Athens, GA                                                               08/2014 to 8/2019
· Graduated with Ph.D. from the Financial Planning, Housing and Consumer Economics department with an emphasis in Financial Planning
· Dissertation Focus: The Impact of Social Capital, Financial Knowledge, Skill, and Attitudes on Financial Well-Being across Federal Poverty Level Status
LaGrange College, LaGrange, GA                                                                      08/2001 to 05/2005                                                                                        
· Earned Bachelors of Accountancy from LaGrange College


Professional Certifications

· Accredited Financial Counselor, AFC® 
· Working towards CFP®: Anticipated Test Date June of 2022
Professional Experience
University of Georgia, Athens, GA                                                                     01/ 2019 to current
Lecturer

Highlights

· Maintained an average end of semester student evaluation score of 4.8 out of 5.

· Successfully taught multiple sections of class sections with 300 students within the same semester.

· To date, have helped students receive over $200,000 in scholarships and assistantships
· Set enrollment record for Intro to Personal Finance in the Fall of 2022 – 1,200 students

Responsibilities

· Maintain a 4/3 teaching load with course section capacity of 300 students each

· Oversee the Student Financial Planning Association (SFPA) student organization

· Oversee AFCPE Financial Knowledge Bowl Team

· Serve on departmental and institutional committees

· Serve on dissertation committees 

LaGrange College, LaGrange, GA

Director of Family Financial Aid Planning                                               01/2014 to 06/30/2014
Highlights

· Implemented a paperless system to speed up the processing of FAFSA applications resulting in a 40% increase of completed FAFSA applications for the 2014 / 15 academic year

· Integrated financial aid into the admissions recruitment cycle to streamline communications across departments and between the admissions office and prospective students
· Created virtual meetings and seminars to improve student and family access to the financial aid office
Responsibilities
· Responsible for overseeing the day-to-day operations of the financial aid office

· Implement a cross-collaboration process to ensure the sharing of information between the admissions and financial aid offices to improve efficiency, reduce attrition and improve new student enrollment yields 

· Conduct on-campus and off-campus seminars on effective financial aid planning strategies at strategic points throughout the admission cycle

· Implement the use of virtual webinars and Google chat to accommodate parent and student schedules

· Generate annual reports for various constituencies
LaGrange College, LaGrange, GA



                                 07/2011 to 12/31/2013

Director of Admissions
Highlights
· Recruited the second-largest undergraduate class in the history of the institution in 2012

· Recruited the largest transfer class in the history of the institution in 2012

Responsibilities
· Oversee all aspects of student recruitment (i.e. Undergraduate, Transfer and International students)
· Work collaboratively with Administration, Financial Aid, Registrar, Athletics, Faculty, Student Engagement, Marketing and Communications, etc., to ensure consistency and efficiency throughout the admission cycle
· Set office policies and procedures as well as enrollment objectives and tactical goals.

· Assist Dean of Enrollment in short-term and long-term strategic planning to bolster and sustain enrollment growth
LaGrange College, LaGrange, GA






06/2010 to 07/2011

Associate Director of Admissions
Highlights
· Recruited the third-largest undergraduate class in the history of the institution in 2009
· Recruited the largest transfer student class in the history of the institution in 2009
Responsibilities

· Ensure counseling staff  is properly trained in the areas of standard office procedures, territorial management, presentation skills and continuing education as it relates to Higher Education
· Analyze recruitment strategies and report any inefficiencies; also recommend ways to improve strategies
· Responsible for organizing major campus events: Preview Days and  Presidential Scholarship Day
· Generate end of year reports for the Vice President for Enrollment Management
· Serve as the travel coordinator for the office
LaGrange College, LaGrange, GA





09/2007 to 06/2010

Admissions Counselor

· Thoroughly review files of prospective students and render admission decisions based on specified criteria
· Travel extensively in assigned territory to generate institutional research
· Schedule, plan and conduct private, group and alumni visits in an engaging and efficient manner
· Administrator of “The Hill,” which is a web page designed to help prospective students develop relationships with their peers and to increase the yield of accepts to deposits
Bennett Thrasher, Atlanta, GA                                                                       07/2005 to 06/2007

Staff Accountant

· Assisted with all aspects of the engagement planning process
· Responsible for auditing all balance sheet items except for accounts receivable and equity
· Responsible for auditing annual employment plans
· Assisted with drafting financial statements and notes to the financial statements
Grants
Public Service and Outreach                                                          
Expanding Middle School Financial Education in Diverse Neighborhoods through the Use of the Money Dawgs Program, AFCPE Mary O'Neill Mini Grant, November 1, 2016–December 31, 2017
Amount: $ 2,500 (US)


Papers

Peer-Reviewed Publications:
Byram, J. L., Grable, J. E., White, K., Thomas J.R., M. G., & Watkins, K. (2021). Improving youth 

    financial literacy: a profile of middle school camp attendees. The Journal of Extension, 59(4). 

Muruthi, B., Watkins, K., McCoy, M., White, K. Thomas Jr., M., & Taiwo, A. “Save, even if it’s a 

    penny”: transactional financial socialization of Black immigrant women. Journal of Financial Therapy.
Gale, J. E., Ross, B., Thomas Jr., M. G., & Boe, J. (2019). Considerations, benefits, and cautions 
    integrating systems theory with financial therapy. Contemporary Family Therapy, 41(3), 1-11. 

White, K., Watkins, K., McCoy, M., Park, N., & Thomas Jr., M. G. (2019). The relationship 

    between financial knowledge, financial management, and financial self-efficacy among African 

    American students. [Intended Journal] Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning.
Watkins, K., Williams, T., Osinubi, A., Thomas Jr., M. G., White, K. J., & Grable, J. E. (2018). A 
    comparative study of an abbreviated and extended youth financial education program. Forum for   

    Family and Consumer Issues, 22(1), 1-11.
Proceedings of Conference:
Warmath, D., Thomas Jr., M. G., & Cude, B. (2020). An evaluation of the impact of collegiate financial education. American Council of Consumer Interests, 66, 1-5.
Working Papers:

Thomas Jr., M. G., Palmer, L., Warmath, D., & White, K. (2022). Social capital’s effect on financial 

   well-being. [Intended journal] Journal of Financial Counseling and Planning.
Keynotes, Conference Presentations & Poster Sessions
Keynotes:

Thomas Jr., M. G. (2021). Diversity and Inclusion: Are you Showing Empathy? Keynote presented at the   

  2021 FPA of Illinois Conference.

Thomas Jr., M. G. (2021). Hearing the Signal through the Noise. Keynote presented at the 2021 

  NAPFA Conference.
Thomas Jr., M. G. (2021). Diversity and Inclusion: Are You Showing Empathy? Keynote presented at the 
  2021 virtual FPA of Georgia Conference.
Thomas Jr., M. G. (2020). Developing Financial Empathy through Financial Therapy. Keynote presented  

    at the 2020 virtual Financial Therapy Association Conference.  

Thomas Jr., M. G. (2020). Does Empathy Change Behavior? Keynote presented at the 2020 virtual / in-

    person AFCPE Symposium, New Orleans, LA  
Thomas Jr., M. G. (2018). Bridging the Gap between Practitioners and Clients: Exploring the Impact Cognitive 
    Bias has on Building Rapport. Keynote presented at the 2018 AFCPE Symposium, Norfolk, VA.

Thomas Jr., M.G. (2018). The Disconnect between Financial Literacy Efforts and Goal Achievement.

    Keynote presented at 2018 University of North Georgia Investing in a Culture of Financial   

    Literacy Conference, Cumming, GA. 

Thomas Jr., M.G. (2017). Financial Empathy: Exploring the Story Beneath the Numbers.
    Ted Talk presented at the 2017 University of Georgia Spectrum Ted Talk Event, Athens, GA. 

Presentations:
Jorgensen, T., & Thomas Jr. M. G. (2022). Using Financial Empathy to Help All Clients Achieve 
   Financial Well-Being and Empowerment. Oral virtual presentation for Money Quotient.  
Jorgensen, T., & Thomas Jr. M. G. (2020). Using Financial Empathy to Help All Clients Achieve 
   Financial Well-Being and Empowerment. Oral virtual presentation for the Foundation for Financial   

   Planning Pro Bono Virtual Education Series.  
Palmer, L., Thomas Jr., M. G., Goetz, J., & Jorgensen, T. (2020). Discovering Money Solutions: A 
   Holistic Approach to Financial Literacy Intervention. Oral session presented at 2020 AFCPE 

   Symposium, New Orleans, LA. 
White, K., Watkins, K., McCoy, M., Park, N., & Thomas Jr., M. G. (2019, November). The 
    Relationship between Financial Knowledge, Financial Management, and Financial Self-Efficacy among African 
    American Students. Research paper session presented at 2019 AFCPE Symposium, Portland, OR.  
Solomon, S., Thomas Jr., M. G., & Falkner, Betty (2019, November). The Relationship between 
    Financial Knowledge, Financial Management, and Financial Self-Efficacy among African American Students. 
    Oral session presented at 2019 AFCPE Symposium, Portland, OR. 

White, K., Watkins, K., Thomas Jr., M. G., & Palmer, L. (2019, October). Exploring the Use of Active 
    Learning to Increase Financial Planning Students’ Confidence and Capability. Oral session presented at 
    2019 AFS Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN. 

Thomas Jr., M. G. (2019, February). The Efficacy of Financial Knowledge, Capability, Attitudes, and Social 
    Capital on Financial Well-Being Across Federal Poverty Level Status. Oral session presented at 2019 CFP
    Colloquium, Arlington, VA. 

Watkins, K., Thomas Jr., M. G., Williams, T., White, K., & Grable, J. (2018, May). Will it Work?: 
    Condensing a Traditional Financial Education Program from 6 Hours a Day to 1 Hour. Paper session 
    presented at FERMA Conference, Clearwater Beach, FL.
Kruger, M., Thomas Jr., M. G., & Watkins, K. (2017, November). Expanding Middle School Financial 
    Education in Diverse Neighborhoods through the Use of Money Dawgs. Oral session presented at AFCPE 
    Symposium, San Diego, CA. 

Ford, M., Ross, D. B., Jones, A., Thomas Jr., M. G., & Grable, J. E. (2017). Couples Financial 
   Communication and Impact on Physiological Responses. Paper session presented at Financial Therapy 
   Conference, San Diego, CA.    

Thomas Jr., M. G., & Goren, M. (2017, November). Basic Financial Skills for Mental Health 
   Professionals. Oral session presented at the Financial Therapy Association Conference, San Diego, 
   CA.  
Poster Sessions:
Thomas, Jr., M. G., Palmer, L., Warmath, D., & White, K. (2020, November). Social Capitals’ Effect 
    on Financial Well-being. Poster session presented at 2020 AFCPE Symposium, New Orleans, LA. 

Watkins, K., White, K., Lynn, J., & Thomas Jr., M. G. (2019, November). Does Parenting Styles 
    Mediate the Relationship between Financial Socialization and Financial Management Behaviors? Poster 
    session presented at 2019 AFCPE Symposium, Portland, OR.

Park, N., Thomas Jr., M. G., White, K., Watkins, K., & McCoy, M. (2019, February). The 
    Relationship between Financial Knowledge, Financial Management, and Financial Self-efficacy among African 
    American Students. Poster session presented at 2019 Academic Research Colloquium – CFP Board 
    Center for Financial Planning, Arlington, VA. 
Watkins, K., Muruthi, B., White, K., & Thomas Jr., M. G. (2017, November). Factors and Implications 
    of Financial Socialization of Black Immigrant Women. Poster session presented at 2017 AFCPE 
    Symposium, San Diego, CA. 

Thomas Jr., M. G., Watkins, K., Fulk, M., Muruthi, B., White Jr., K., & Grable, J. E. (2017,
    November). Gender Differences in the Financial Socialization of Adolescents: An Exploratory Qualitative 
    Study of Parental Instruction. Poster session presented at the 2017 AFCPE Symposium, San Diego, 
    CA. 
Thomas Jr., M. G., Watkins, K., & Grable J. E. (2014, May). Fatherlessness and Its Impact on Financial    

    Behaviors. Poster session presented at the ACCI conference in Clearwater, FL.

Curriculum Development
Co-created Discovering Money Solutions curriculum for the University of Georgia’s federally funded Project Free outreach program (2016) 

Co-created Money Dawgs Curriculum for the University of Georgia’s Summer Institute program (2015) 
News, Media Mentions, Magazines, and Radio
News & Media Mentions:
FPAPractice (2019, June 27). 5 things to know about financial empathy for client relationships with 
    Michael G. Thomas Jr. [BlogPost]. Retrieved from 
    https://onefpablog.org/2019/06/27/financial-empathy-for-planner-client-relationships/ 

Miranda, G. (2019, August 24). Low-income students create ‘Being not-rich’ guide to surviving 
UGA. The Red & Black. Retrieved from https://www.redandblack.com/uganews/low-income-       students-create-being-not-rich-guide-to-surviving/article_65157ed2-c5f6-11e9-a8a9-13a21aa59426.html 

Association of Financial Counseling & Planning Education (2018, November). Professionals Raise 
Their Voices for Innovation and Impact. PR Newswire. Retrieved from   https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/afcpe-professionals-raise-their-voices-for-innovation-and-impact-300756662.html 
Thomas Jr., M. G. (2018, Fall). Why Financial Empathy Matters! The Standard NewsLetter. Retrieved 
from https://www.afcpe.org/news-and-publications/the-standard/2018-4/why-financial-empathy-matters/ 
Weston, L. (2018, February 26). You’re married, but your assets don’t have to be. Business Insider. 
Retrieved from https://www.businessinsider.com/ap-liz-weston-youre-married-but-your-assets-dont-have-to-be-2018-2  

Weston, L. (2018, January 28). Why you should save for something fun. Chattanooga Time Free Press. Retrieved from  https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/aroundregion/story/2018/jan/28/liz-weston-why-you-should-save-something-fun/462138/ 
Magazines:

Powell, C. (2017, September). Nothing Funny About Money: Faculty member and Grad Student 
    Launch a New Program to Answer All Your Money-Related Questions. FACS Magazine.   

    Retrieved from https://issuu.com/ugafacs/docs/726707_facs_magazine_production_sin
Adams, C. (2016, August). A Man With A fiduciary Purpose. FACS Magazine. Retrieved from 
    https://issuu.com/ugafacs/docs/725606_facs_magazine_fa16
Adams, C. (2016, Spring). A Man with a Fiduciary Mission: Michael Gene Thomas. The University 
    of Georgia Graduate Scholl Magazine. Retrieved from http://gradmag.uga.edu/archives/ 

Radio Expertise:

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2019, December). Charity [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2019, November). Finding an Advisor [Radio series 
    episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2019, October). Down Markets [Radio series episode]. 
    In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.
Dorsainvil, R. & Thomas Jr., M. G. (Hosts). (2019, June). How Financial Empathy Can Improve 
    Financial Services [Podcast]. Retrieved from https://www.2050trailblazers.com/episode/s03e07  
Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, December). Homelessness [Radio series 
    episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, November). Employee Benefits [Radio series 
    episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, September). Cashflow [Radio series episode]. In 
    C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, August). Debt [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, July). Investing [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, June). Dating [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, May). Increasing the Value of a College Degree 
    [Radio series episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: 
    WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, April). Behavioral Finance [Radio series 
    episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, March). Taxes [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2018, February). Paying for College While You are 
    There [Radio series episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. 
    Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, December). The Meaning of Christmas [Radio 
    series episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: 
    WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, November). Paying for College Before You Go! 
    [Radio series episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: 
    WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, October). The Value of a College Degree [Radio 
    series episode]. In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: 
    WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, September). Kids: Part 2 [Radio series episode]. 
    In C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, August). Kids: Part 1 [Radio series episode]. In 
    C. Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, July). Couples [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, June). Credit [Radio series episode]. In C. Shupe 
    (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, May). Happiness [Radio series episode]. In C. 
    Shupe (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Goren, M. J. & Thomas Jr., M. G., (Hosts). (2017, April). Fees! [Radio series episode]. In C. Shupe 
    (Executive producer), Nothing Funny About Money. Athens, GA: WUGA.

Special Awards and Recognition
Nominate for the Bill and June Flat Teaching Award                                                   Spring of 2021

Nominated for the Bill and June Flat Teaching Award                                                 Spring of 2020    

Received Distinguished Alumni Award from LaGrange College                                   Spring of 2019

Received Financial Planning Departments Outstanding Graduate Student Award        Spring of 2019

Received UGA Excellence in Teaching Award                                                             Spring of 2019 

Received Merit GABBY Award for Nothing Funny About Money                                  Fall of 2018

Recognized by the Graduate School as an Amazing Graduate Student                             Fall of 2018

Profiled in the fall of 2016 UGA FACS Magazine                                                           Fall of 2016  
Profiled in the spring of 2016 UGA Graduate Magazine                                             Spring of 2016

UGA Graduate School Emerging Leader Selection                                                          Fall of 2015                  
Guest Lectures

Guest Lectures 
Understanding the Tax Consequences of Traditional and Roth IRAs – Wealth Management I    2018
Credit Card Management – Introductory Money Management Course at UGA                           2017
Building Client Rapport – Introductory Money Management Course at UGA                             2017
Financial Visualization: Introductory Money Management Course at UGA                                 2016
Financial Communication: Introductory Money Management Course at UGA                            2016
Home Buying Process: Introductory Money Management Course at UGA                                  2015
Financial Decision Making: Introductory Money Management Course at UGA                           2015 
Professional Development
Faculty Learning Series: Sustainable Writing Practices                                                     January 2020
    Training and Development                                                  

UGA Center for Teaching and Learning                                                                              June 2019
  Active Learning Summer Institute participant

Fostering Productive and Inclusive Student Discussions                                                 August 2018 
   Center for Teaching and Learning
Current Professional Memberships
Association of Financial Counseling, Planning Education (AFCPE) – Board Member
Financial Planning Association (FPA)
Financial Therapy Association (FTA)

Current Outreach
The Ark – Board member
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