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Profile


Nickols served from 1991 to 2006 as Dean of the College of Family and Consumer Sciences at the University of Georgia.  During this period, the College enrollment grew dramatically; study abroad programs were introduced in London, Ghana, Mexico, Costa Rica, Cambodia, and other countries; academic majors were added; the position of Associate Dean for Outreach and  Extension was added; and endowments for scholarship, professorships, and student leadership programs were created.  Since “stepping up to the faculty,” (vs. “down as Dean”) Nickols’ research has focused on the history of home economics, examining its origins in the Midwest, development in Georgia, and the experience of women who earned home economics degrees.  She teaches “Family Resource Management” and a seminar “Exploring the History of Family and Consumer Sciences.”  Other teaching interests include human ecosystems, poverty, and service-learning in study abroad.  Nickols was on the faculty at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater from 1976-1986, and was Director of the School of Human Resources and Family Studies at the University of Illinois from 1986-1991.  She has held numerous professional leadership roles and received many honors during her thirty-five year career in higher education. 

Current Projects
Nickols received a State-of-the-Art Conference grant from the University of Georgia to explore the resurgence of interest in the history of home economics and its role in offering higher education and career opportunities to women.  The multidisciplinary conference, “Home Economics:  Classroom, Corporate, and Cultural Interpretations Revisited,” will bring together national scholars from history, women’s studies, family and consumer sciences, and other disciplines to address aspects of the theme.  The Conference will be held February 26-28, 2012 at the University of Georgia’s Center for Continuing Education.  She is also preparing manuscripts and presentations on early leaders of home economics in Georgia.  Nickols will be teaching the seminar “Exploring the History of Family and Consumer Sciences” in spring semester 2012, and “Family Resource Management” in a Costa Rica Study Abroad program in Maymester 2012.
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Recent Presentations
Nickols, S.Y. (2011, March).  “Made to Stick”: From home economics to human ecology. Presentation to the joint meeting of the Board on Human Sciences and  the Council of Administrators of Family and Consumer Sciences, Arlington, VA.
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University:  A comparison of the South and the Midwest.  Seminar for the Department of Housing and Consumer Economics, University of Georgia, Athens, GA.
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Selected Honors and Awards
Honor Hall of Recognition, College of Family and Consumer Sciences Alumni Association, University of Georgia, 2011

Nellie Kedzie Jones Lifetime Achievement Award, Board on Human Sciences, Association of Public and Land-grant Universities, 2010

Distinguished Research Award, College of Human Ecology, Kansas State University, 2009

Faculty Service Award, University of Georgia Alumni Association, 2009

Jean Harris Award for Exemplary Vocational Achievement and Community Service, Athens (Georgia) Rotary Club, 2006

Fulbright Scholar, University of Malawi, 1983-84
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