
This concept for this historic firehouse residence, designed for Ana and Michael Johnson, is inspired by the client's core
values of family unity and multi-cultural representation. The goal is to embrace the characteristics of the historic
firehouse while creating a more modern and natural space that inspires growth, peacefulness, and a true sense of home.
Through the use of natural shapes, colors, and textures, this will be a place to come together and unwind. Although the
clients live above their restaurant, their residence is meant to feel separate in order to encourage mental well-being and
time spent with family. Because the home will have a very natural aesthetic, authenticity is a key word for this design. The
incorporation of different textures and patterns will make the space unique and homey. Their residence includes their 10-
year-old daughter, Maria, as well as the Ana's mother, so it is important that the residence is adaptable to everyone. The
clients work in a fast-paced, urban environment in Logan Square, Chicago, so the idea of "home as the epicenter of our
lives" will bring them back to their roots and remind them of their values as a family. Because Ana is a second generation
American, having grandparents who came from Brazil, incorporating greenery, artwork, and motifs from this culture are a
must. By understanding the clients' background and lifestyle, this design will be successful not only functionally, but by
bringing family together and relieving stress.
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